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OMMITTEE ON THE .JUDICIARY 

October :i, 1954 

Judge J. ~ Rollings 
Altamont, Tennessee 

,/ D ear Judge Rollings: 

I have read your book wlth much interest 
and appreciation. 

It i~ a ~plendj . d narrativ? and especially 
interest1ng were the stor2es about your 
background and political philosophy and 
how you · came to public life. It is you 
and your kind of people who make America 
great. 

I.know that everyone who reads your book 
Wlll be inspired. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

~I ----

It has been said that everyone who reaches the age 

of 65 should write a story of his life. I will reach 77 this 

year and can say with Will Rogers that I have never met 

a man I did not like. 

Love is the great transforming power in the Uni ... 

verse. It prompted the Son of God to leave the courts 

of heaven to come to this sin cursed earth to redeem it 

from all iniquity. If we love one another we have .ful ... 

filled the law and are no longer under it's curse. If we 

love God and our fellow ,man, we have rlone that upon 

which hangs the Law and the Prophets. 

There is only one supreme example of perfect love 

recorded in all the pages of History. Our blessed Redeemer 

provides this example and if we have His spirit we will 

follow in His footsteps. 

If you will read the following pages, you will read 

the history of one individual who has tried the Lord and 

found him to be true. Who in a very imperfect and blund

ering manner has endeavored to walk in His footsteps. 

Whatever can be said of the merits or demerits of 

this autobiography, it can be said by it's author that he 

has endeavored to tell the unvarnished truth in its pages. 
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I was born on July 3, 1879, near the headwaters of 

Battle Creek, a half mile above the spot where Martin 

Springs now stands. There were eight of our family. My 

father, grandmother, my aunt and uncle, my brother Jack, 

and my sister, Lydia. This grandmother was my father's 

mother, born in 1810, the daughter of Abraham Hargis, 

who was born in 1780, and Rebecca Floyd, born in 1784. 

My great grandparents were the two above mentioned; and 

Benjamin Rollings, born in 1780, who married Martha 

Powell, born 1785. On my mother's side, John K. Tate, 

born 1792, who married Rachel Carmichal, born 1796, 

and my grandmother Tate's father and mother, Washing

ton Speegle. who married Priscilla Reed. The place where 

my grandfather Tate lived at the head of Battle Creek 

was ceded by the Indian Chief, Cromocker, to the white 

people, about the year 1790. Battle Creek is a narrow 

valley between two ranges of the Cumberlands, and had 

quite a famous history during the pioneer days, and was 

so named from the fact that it was on the famous Nicko

jack Trail, froJ:?l the Indian settlements near Nashville to 

the Indian town above Chattanooga. The Indians had 

fought a battle here, hence the name Battle Creek. The 

first recorded mention of Battle Creek in history was in 

1794, when Joseph Brown led the white settlers from the 
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headwaters of the Elk in what . B 
b IS now urroughs Cove, 

y a secret way, to the aforementioned Indi·an t 
owns near 

Chattanooga. This was known as MaJ'or 0 ' E d .. 
rr s xpe ~Ion 

The old Nickojack Trail led up the mountain by the way 

of what is now Monteagle, then known as Poplar Springs, 

and down Battle Creek to the I d. 
n Ian town at Chattanooga. 

My mother died May 24 1880 h I . 
' · w en was a little 

more than ten months old My fath , . 
· er. s Sister, the aunt 

above mentioned, took me from the graveyard to where 

her mother lived on the Clepper place, about three miles 

~way. Ivfy memory opens here about the year 1882. My 

first poli tical recollection is the son b . " . 
. g emg sung' Rtse Up 

H awkms as H igh as a Kite f . N 
or m ovember you are 

Bound to Light." T his was when Alvin G H k " 
· aw ms was 

a candidate for G I overnor. n the year of 1884 f h my at er 
moved back to the place of my birth near Martin S prings. 

My grandmother, aunt, and my 
uncle all went with us, 

and made their home with us. 

On the Christmas of 1885 we had b . d 
a tg . ance at our 

house. All of th F • - . 
e . urniture was removed f h rom t e rooms 

and a big f supper or over a hundred peop1 . 
. e was provided 
m the hou se we used as a dwelling Th . 

· IS was really an 
old fashioned breakdown 

, and more or Jess liquor was 

consumed by the guests but no trouble ensued as people 

respected and loved one another in those days more than 

they do now. Ben Tharp, a neighbor, courted his future 

wife, Carroline Hargis on this occasion and they after

wards married. At this time my father made a. custom of 

buying liquor for the Christmas celebration, and I drank 

more or less, but was never intoxicated. At this dance 

I made my first acquaintance with the beverage known as 

lemonade. When I found it in a water bucket I thought 

it was one of the finest drinks I ever tasted, and I have 

never changed my mind about it. I had a natural talent 

for the subject of arithmetic and previously had taught 

myself the multiplication tables without any teacher. On 

this occasion I outdid a neighbor boy, Jake Sells, in arith

metic. He was seven years my senior, but had never 

learned the multiplication tables, of which I was master. 

I arrived at the relative magnitude of numbers by a pro

cess which was original with me. I was told that ten 

hundred made a thousand, and I counted a thousand by 

hundreds, breaking off a twig each hundred until I had 

ten twigs. I arrived at the size of the world and the idea 

of relative size of distance by the following method. I 

knew it was three miles to the Clepper place which was 

the extent of my travels. I was told it was 16 miles to 
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Jasper, the county seat of the county, and I applied 3 five 

times with the remainder of one. This taught me that it 

was five times as far to Jasper as it was to the Clepper 

place, which I thought must be a whale of a distance. I 

was told it was a hundred miles to Nashville, and I ap~ 

plied 16 six times with a remainder of four, which taught 

me that it was over 16 times as far to Nashville as to 

Jasper. I was told that it was a thousand miles to Texas, 

and I applied 100 ten times to this, which showed me 

that it is ten times as far to Texas as to Nash 'II VI e, or over 

three hundred and twenty times as far to Texas as to 

the Clepper place. This was as far as my imagination led 

me at this time, but I was later to learn that the world was 

round, and that it was 25,000 miles in circumference, and 

8,000 miles in diameter. This . gave me an approximate 

idea of the earth's magnitude, and I have since learned 

that the earth weighs six sextillion tons ( 6 .ooo ~ooo ,ooo .~ 

000,000,000,000 ). 

I attended my firs t school in 1886 at Oak Grove to 

Samantha Aiken as teacher. This school was taught in 

the same stick and dirt house that my fa ther a ttended 

as his first school in 1844. I was given the letter A to 

copy and found it very difficult to do until I made the 

. round part of the letter first and attached the two tails 
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to it afterwards, which made a fair copy. I was given 

praise for this idea. I learned my letters from Holmes 

Speller, and my first textbook was Webster's Blue~Back 

Speller. 

I learned to spell the word Immateriality and pro~ 

nounce it by syllables before I ever studied the first reader. 

My brother went nearly five miles to the first graded 

school in our valley. He had to write compositions for 

his class work. I decided to write a composition myself, 

and did so, on the subject of tobacco. I traced it from 

the sowing of the beds in the spring to the harvesting and 

twisting of the tobacco in the fall. I had seen my father 

do this, and knew all about it. My brother; who was 

seven years my senior, was very much impressed with 

this composition and said it was as good or better than he 

could have done. This was great encouragement as I knew 

it was genuine praise, as he would have been more in~ 

clined to have made fun of me or laugh at me if I had 

made a failure. 

I got a knowledge of language by hearing my sister 

Lydia read. She read the Bible to me and I learned about 

God in this way. I began to pray when I was seven years 

old. I believed in a supreme ruler and wished to please 

Him. and I prayed to learn how to read. and told the 
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Lord that if he would let me learn how to read I would 

read the Bible. I remembered this promise and read the 

New Testament by the age of twelve, and the entire 

Bible by . the age of fifteen. I heard a woman preach a 

sermon on prayer that made a great impression on me. 

She said that we ought always to pray each night, even 

if we didn't say but a few words. I slept with my father 

and each night knelt at the side of the bed to pray. No 

one in our home prayed at this time, and one night my 

father asked me what I was doing down at the side of 

the bed. This was a hard test on me, as I did not know 

how he would react to this, but he said, "That is what 

you ought to do; we all ought to pray." Pretty soon after 

this he and my sister joined the Methodist Church, which 

was the only active church in our community at this time. 

I became a Christian adherent, but believe that there are 

Christians in all churches. There is only one test of a 

Christian. Christ gave that test. He said, "By this shall 

all men kno~ that ye are my disciples, that ye love one 

another." If we love everyone, we are Christians. God 

promised to give us the gift of the Holy Ghost if we obey 

Him and this is no more or less than the abiding of Christ's 

spirit in us, -to help us to keep His commandments. If we 

have not the spirit of Christ, we are none of His, and 
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God tells us that if we forgive those who trespass against 

us, that He will forgive us. This is impossible for us to 

do by the natural human spirit, but if we have the spirit 

of Christ in us we will naturally do this. It is foolishness 

to tell a spirit~born Christian not to steal from his neigh~ 

bars. If he has the spirit of Christ in him, he will naturally 

not do this, if he loves his neighbors as himself, as no 

one would steal from himself. Good works are not the 

cause of salvation, but the effects of it. 

My father was very strict on school attendance for 

his children and did not keep us out of school for work 

or any other reason, unless we were sick, which was 

rarely if ever in my case. The schools were only three 

months long, but my educational training lasted the year 

round, and has continued for 67 years and will continue 

as long as I live throughout all eternity if I attain im-

mortal life. I do not think man is inherently immortal, 

but attains immortality as a gift from God, if at all. 

We moved across the mountain to Pelham Valley 

in 1890, when I was ten years old. I attended a seven .. 

I!lonth school, which was a graded school to Miss Ella 

McDaniel as teacher. She was a college graduate. I com-

pleted the grades two to six inclusive in this seven--month 

school, but was behind on my arithmetic. ln. this Winter 
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and Spring of 1890-91, I applied myself to catching up 

with my grade in arithmetic. I solved a page of arithmetic 

each day 7 days a week and was ready to begin wi th 

the 7th grade in 1891. This school was taught by a very 

fine teacher, who had taken college work at Terrel Col

lege. His name was H. H. Goodman, commonly known 

as " Greely" Goodman. In this six-month school I com

pleted the 7th and . 8th grades and took the subj ect of 

geology which was being taught in this secondary school. 

At the close of this school I was able to work all the 

problems in Ray's Practical Arithmetic, and diagram all 

the sentences in Reed and Kellogs higher lessons in Eng

lish. I made a practice of memorizing the history lesson 

each day and could quote the whole of At h . mosp enc 

Agencies in Lecon te's Compend of Geology. This might 

be called poor pedagogy on the part of the teacher to 

allow me to do this but it certainly did work out well in 

my case as it gave me great encouragement to progress 

in my studies. We feed on our successes, and each victory 

helps us to win others. The praise and adulatio~· of our 

teachers and fellow pupils and our parents and neighbors 

spur us on to more and more progress in our studies. 
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In the spring of 1892 my fa ther sold his farm and 

moved to South Pittsburgh where I attended school to my 

Uncle Dan Tate, who was County Superintendent of 

Schools , and a very superior teacher. Here I studied al

gebra and a great many other high school subjects. My 

uncle had a question box in his school which was opened 

each morning and questions read from the pupils on 

various subjects , which was of great educational value. 

Here the first great trial of my life occured. My 

sister, who was our housekeeper at this time (my aunt 

having wed), contracted TB and died on November 23 , 

1892. I was in a decline myself and was expected to die 

of the same disease. I only weighed 72 pounds a~ thirteen 

years of age. My fa ther had been compelled to hire in

experienced cooks and we drank river water from the 

Tennessee River. It was a very bleak prospect for me 

indeed. When my sister died she was carried up near our 

old home on Battle Creek for burial. In this bleak and 

unhappy time, with the snow falling down in my sister's 
• 

open grave, another sister of my father , who had married 

a blacksmith, Uncle Sam Thompson, took me away from 

the graveyard to her home. This was twice I had been 

taken away from the graveyard in a dying condition. I 

remember the first meal, which was supper, that I ate 
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at Uncle Sam T hompson 's. They had tenderloin pork, 

and I thought it was the sweetest meal I had ever tas ted. 

I must tell about some very dear people whom it has 

been my very great fortune to have known. Every person

ality we meet leaves an imprint on our lives. We are a 

different personality for having known them. Among all 

the people I knew in my childhood, one man stands forth 

on the list as one of the most lovable men. Our idols all 

have feet of clay and we are not to e"" t I . 
··~pee per ect10n 

in them, but by and 1a.rge, we like people who like u:. 

and who are kind. Uncle Sam. Thompson, who married 

my father's oldest sister, was a soldier und G 1 
er · enera 

Bragg in the Civil vVar, in 61-65. He was almost entirely 

self-·taught as he only went to school three weeks in l'f 
_z e. 

He was a blacksmith, and one of the most entirely 1ovaole 

characters I have ever met Why di'd I 1 U 1 S 
· ove nc e am? 

Because from him I never received enything but kindness, 

and words of praise and encouragE>ment. From my very 

earliest recollection he was always doing something kind 

and thoughtfa1 for me, and the best part of it was that 

he did it without any ostentation. It is the spirit of a gift 

that counts, and this a child very well knows. Burns 

has very well 'd "0 
Sal , ne thing counts above all the 

moving, why they do it." Uncle Sam was always telling 

12 

stories of hunting and adventure. If these stories were 

highly embellished, it made them all the more interesting 

and effective. Uncle Sam used what might be called "liter ... 

ary license," in his stories of hunting and adventure. This 

is no more than our best authors do in similar cases. He 

made toys for me in his workshop and foundry as he was 

a skilled craftsman, and was never too busy to take time 

off from his busy life to go hunting or fishing with me, 

or to make toys or playthings for me. Oh, the conver

sations we had on these trips! I spent more than a year 

at his home when my sister died and he and his wife 

(my father's sister) , nourished me in my weakened con

dition. There was never a harsh word from either of them, 

but only kindness and encouragement and pride in my 

achievements. 

At this time I had studied high school subjects 

and had become like my sister, an oral reader. A 

great delight of Uncle Sam's was to hold the kerosene 

light for me to read some interesting story or book to him 

after a hard day's work was done. He would get up at 

4:00 o'clock the year around. No matter how exacting the 

labors of the day, or how much his Herculean strength 

had been taxed, he would never nod or let his eyelids 

droop even to the small hours of the night. His great 
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delight was to listen to Robinson Crusoe's adventures 

· e a earned in an original edition he possessed He sat'd h h d I 

that the way to encourage a reader was to maintain an 

'unflagging interest. His eyes would shine lik e new money 

· txe a c atr for me while listening to these recitals He f' d h . 

in his forge and on winter days I would read to him 

while he worked at the anvil and th k ' e spar s from the 

· Y s1ster, of glowing metal would fairly envelop me M . 

whom I have spoken heretofore, was his first reader and 

I was his second. He was as brave as a lion and tender 

as a child. Once when he and my father lived in the 

same house, and Lydia was very small (about four or 

five)' my father's family had quit coffee. They lived in 

opposite ends of a log house with a h 11 b ' a way etween. 

e ouse to My sister had gone into Uncle Sam's end of th h 

get sweetened coffee. (She called h' " P S 1m appy am." ) 

· nc e am told him My father followed to whip her but U I S 

that if he laid his hand on that h 'ld h c 1 • e would whip 

him on less ground than it took to stand on·. My father 

had to leave as U 1 S nc e am was a giant in strength and 

weighed over 200 p d E oun s. very article of furniture and 

every tree or stone on his premises was dear to my h t ear . 

I can shut my eyes and reconstruct or make a mental 

picture of every article in the h , . ouse or surroundings. The 
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old family clock on the fireboard , the picture of all the 

old Confederate Generals on the wall, (I have never 

seen another) , the rack on which hung Uncle Sam's dou ... 

ble ... barreled shotgun, (for which he took periodic times to 

repair and make locks and other accessories, which he 

also did for the grandfather's clock) , the large gourd 

(the largest I have ever seen) , in which my aunt kept a 

half bushel of salt, the long ... handled gourd, with a handle 

3 feet long, and many other things too numerous to men ... 

tion. Oh, happy days of my boyhood, and oh, sweet mem ... 

ories of benefits and kindness showered! 

My aunt Beck, who raised me, also married a Con ... 

federate soldier. T. W. Clepper, who was Quartermaster 

of the 4th Tennessee Reg. C .S.A. He was quite a di£ ... 

ferent character from Uncle Sam and had a fair edu ... 

cation and had served as County Court Clerk of the 

county and held other responsible positions. He lived in 

the finest house in the valley. T he house had separate 

rooms for all all his five children. The house still stands 

and is still one of the best houses in the community. I spent 

periods as long as three months in this home, and can 

say the same for Mr. Clepper as of Uncle Sam. He never 

said an unkind word to me in h is life. My aunt was his 

second wife, but he treated me better than he did his own 
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children. He would whip them, but never me. He had 

great admiration for my talents and would have me solve 

problems for him in interest or other matters pertaining 

to his business. He was an ardent Democrat, as was 

Uncle Sam. He would take me on long trips with him, 

and treated me as a son, and I loved him as a father. 

I must tell of another character that I loved as a 

father. Ivly fa ther had a brother named Abner who fell 

in the fire when he was a baby, and, as a result of this, 

had a dub foot. This affliction impaired his mental 

facilities to the extent that he: had the mind of a child 

even to old age. His mother called him "Duck," and by 

this name he was known all his lt'fe He 1· d · h . tve m our orne 

all his life of 70 years, except for a brief period when he 

was married, but he and his wife separated and he came 

back to our home to live the rest of his life. Uncle Duck 

as every one called him, was beloved by all children, and 

especially by me, as he never went anywhere and returned 

but that he brought me some gift such as an apple or 

orange or a knife or s~me other toy. He caught a blue 

bird and brought to me once, which I appreciated above 

all his gifts, but when I attempted to take the bird out 

of his hand, it flew away. I was disconsolate. There were 
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many sturdy cnaracters in our valley, with whom I came 

in contact. and who helped to mold my character . Uncle 

Lish Tate, a brother of my grandfather, a Confederate 

soldier, was a giant in stature, and one of the strongest 

men I ever knew. He carried 800 pounds at one time, and 

broke a cow's ribs with his fist. He was a home doctor 

and gave his service free of charge to his neighbors. Uncle 

Dunk Tate, his twin brother. was a Union soldier and 

one of the most industrious men I have ever known. He 

was a strict and Puritanical man in his life . and became a 

preacher in his later years. Uncle Sam Tate was a li~ 

censed preacher in the Northern Methodist Conference. 

Uncle John Tate accumlated a fortune by hard work. 

These brothers of my grandfather, as well as himself, 

were all Republicans in politics, except Uncle Lish who 

voted Democratic. Uncle Lewis Thorpe, though no re~ 

lation, was a great friend and neighbor , and a great pal of 

my father, as was Uncle Balis Lad. These also were Con~ 

federate soldiers. Uncle Henry Jones, and Uncle Billy 

Smith were also sturdy and respected men in our com ... 

munity. There is also another name I fain would mention 

in collection of memories of my boyhood. Uncle Abner 

Hargis, a brother of my grandmother, for whom Uncle 

Duck was named, was one of the most remarkable men 

I have ever known. He was uneducated in school, but 

could solve problems mentally that many could not solve 
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with a pencil. He was well versed in the Bible and history 

and had a phenomenal memory. He was a county officer 

and served papers although he could not read a word. He 

would have someone read the papers to him and he would 

memorize the contents, and thus would be able to serve 

in this capacity. Uncle Dave Hargis, his brother, was the 

Justice of Peace for many years, and it is said never 

had any of his cases reversed by a higher court. In later 

life I met a number of men who have greatly influenced 

my life, and for whom I have a high regard. Cooper D. 

Schmitt of the University of Tennessee, who taught me 

mathematics at the University; President Billingsley, who 

taught me English grammar; President Alex Guery, Uni

veristy of Chattanooga, with whom I was associated for 

a period of time; and Senator Estes Kefauver, under whom 

I studied public speaking at the University of Chatta

nooga, and many others too numerous to mention. 

I have been married twice, and have twelve children, 

twenty-three grandchildren, nine in-laws, two grand

daughters married, two great g.::andchildren, and myself 

and wife, (fifty people in all) , and there has never been a 
death in the fifty. 

I mastered algebra, arithmetic, geometry, and trigo

nometry in grammar school, as there were no high schools 

then. 
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M h 16, 1895 I decided to try to get a wife, so on arc 

h b f I was 16 ) I wrote a letter to Pearl ( three mont s e ore 

Cox of Pelham Valley, which I would by no means trust 

. I k •t If and delivered to the United States matl. too 1 myse 

it to her married sister. She failed to answer same and I 

was in the mulligrubs for six months. I proceeded to write 

a poem on the matt~r and circulated it where I knew she 

would see it. The poem, in substance, follows: 

I dreamed a dream the other night, when everything 

was still; to the house 
I thought I once more trudged my way 

upon the hill. h h 
Oh, I often think of the house, Love, of t e ouse 

upon the hill; h 
0 f the feelings that I had, Love, when I sprang t e 

swollen rill. 

Oh, I had hopes then, Love, but they were dashed 

to death; h dl 
They crumbled into dust, Love, with t e can es 

scorching breath. h 
t d my thoug· ts were I thought of thee so constan ear, 

all of thee; b ·de 
I rigged up fancies, Dearest Love, that you my n 

would be_. 

But alas for my fancies, alas for my hopes, 
They faded like the bubbles that we make out of soap. 
If I wake or if I sleep, still the memory I keep 
Of the tender light that lies in the depths of those 

blue eyes. 
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This brought her around, but the current did not 

run smooth, as her folks had other ideas for her, and were 

compelled to carry on a clandestine correspondence. This 

finally died, as she refused to speak to me, or to answer 

my letters. 

About this time l decided to g,o to college. With less 

than fifty cents, and an Arbuckle razor, ·I decided to risk 

it. I had attended school in the fall of 1899 to Cosby Lowe, 

a graduate of the University of Tennessee, and one of the 

best mathemeticians I ever met. Under this man I studied 

Ray's Higher Arithmetic, higher algebra, solid geometry, 

and trigonometry, astronomy, and general history. I had 

no classmates at this time and if I ran- into difficulties I 

would ask and receive permission to quit all other subjects 

and concentrate on that one. Sometimes I would work as 

long as two weeks on one problem. I made it a rule to not 

allow a teacher to solve a problem for me until I had 

exhausted all my efforts to solve it myself. Previously to 

this time, when I had classmates, and they would want 

to see a problem solved by the teacher, I would ask and 

receive permission to leave the room, so that I might have 

a chance to solve the problem myself. This University of 

Tennessee teacher could read French like a native, and 
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P aradise Lost he read for pastime. He got me intere~ t ed 

in Miiton's great works, and I memorized a great part 

of the first book. He fired me with ambition to go to the 

University. I was the first na tive of Pelham Valley who 

ever went to college. I was absolutely without means, as 

afore stated, but decid~::d ; · make the venture anyway. 

I had united with what was known as the Christian Church 

and 'had read some books by a man whose name was 

A shley S. Johnson. He conducted a Bible school for stu-

dents preparing for the ministry. I read his literature 

wherein he made three offers for prospective students. The 

first was to work one year and receive three year's school-

-ing , board, light, tuition , and all fees included. The second 

offer was to work part time and pay part, and the third 

offer was to pay a certain amount of money. I made up 

my mind to take the first offer and work a year for three 

years ' schooling, as I 'had no money to pay fees, board 

or tuition. My father was a great friend of education, 

and he gave me $45 .00 to pay on my tuition , books, and 

so forth. I was to work out my board. I had never been 

as far as Chattanooga in my life, but on September 20, 

1899, I packed an old satchel, and with a few of my 

belongings, started out on my great adventure. When I 

arrived in Knoxville, this U. T . student told me to go to 
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the Arcade Hotel. I had on the same clothes that I used 

as a plowhand. These were all the clothes I had. I got a 

cab at the depot . and paid 25 cents to reach the hotel. 

although it was only two or three blocks away. When I 

applied for admittance for a room the clerk told me all 

the rooms were full. He went with me himself to the 

Nickelson House, where l paid a dollar for a room and 

breakfast. On the next morning the proprietor asked me 

where I was going. I told him I was going to the School 

of the Evangelists. He asked me how I was going to get 

out there. I told him I expected to hire a livery rig, which 

would have cost me about two or three dollars. He told 

me, " I can tell you how to get there for twenty-five cents. 

The Thorne Grove mail hack goes within two miles of 

that place, and you can ride to Riverdale for twenty-five 

cents. Then you will have to get someone to set you across 

the river." When I reached Riverdale I asked for someone 

to set me across the river but was told that there was no 

one to do this. I would have to set myself across. I was 

told that there was a yawl in which I could get across 

by rowing it myself. 

I had never seen a yawl and didn't know how to row a 

boat, but stood up in one end and uied one of the oars 

as a paddle and paddled my way a)ross the river. This 
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is a dangerous p ace and many people have lost their 

lives at this place. T he country was very desolate and 

unproductive,. I decided that there was no school of any 

consequence in a place like that, but thought I would ~0 

over and see anyway. ·when I came in sight of the college 

I was very much surprised. I saw a four-story main 

building , a new building known as the industrial hall for 

working students, a barn. mill, a dairy house, silo, and an 

electric light plant, a steam heating plant, and a pike road 

leading from the president' s home up to the college. I 

stopped in a teacher's home near Industrial Hall and met 

some of the teachers with whom I had quite a conversation. 

I told them that I expected to take sophomore year in 

schooL although I had never been to high school. I guess 

they thought I was a four ... flusher, but when I met the 

president of the college it was quite different. When I 

told him that I had only been to grammar school, but had 

studied trigonometry , he asked me if I could solve any

th ing in higher algebra. I told h im I thought I could. He 

said , ' ·you surely have made good use of your opportun ... 

ities; it may be that we can use you as a teacher." Among 

all the people I have ever met, this man has made the 

greatest impression on my life. In many ways he was one 
I 
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of the most remarkable men I have ever known. In Bible 

scholarship I have never met his equal As b . · usmess man 

advertiser, and promoter he was unexcelled, and he wa~ 
one of the most industrious men I have ever known. He 

gave me a job washing dishes to pay my board and room 

and I was afterwards transferred to the laundry.. I di~ 
enter and complete the sophomore year, although I was 

classified as a freshman but I had t k b ' 0 rna e up ack work 

as a freshman, besides my work at the laundry. I did not 

buy any new clothes but wore the same ones that I had 

when I went there. My classmates thought I was a dis ... 

grace to the sophomore class and presented me with a 

petition to dress better and to put on a colla . r once m a 

while (I had never worn a collar), and to comb my hair 

once in a while. This was a hard lick to me and I made up 

my mind at one time that I would quit and no h H iJ orne. ow ... 

ever, I had advice to disregard all this, which I did. The 

president of the school told me one day that he could get 

me a good suit of clothes for four or five dollars. He said 

he had a brother ... in ... law who lived in To t C d ron o, ana a 

who paid thirty ... five or forty dollars for a suit of clothes 

and only wore them a few times, and cast them aside. I 

refused the offer, and told him that I h d b a money to uy 

my clothes when I wanted them, as I had sold books and 
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saved part of my $45.00. I continued to wear my clothes 

until the end of that school. I had told the president 

that I thought I could solve any problem in the higher 

algebra, and they ran across a difficult problem in higher 

algebra which no one could solve. I sat up all night and 

solved it. The cashier of the Mechanic's National Bank 

told the president that they had a problem at the Uni,.. 

versity which no one could work. He told him that he 

had a student out at his school who could work it. He 

brought it to me and I solved it. At the close of this school 

term there was a position as pupil teacher open. I was 

offered this position and accepted it. The man who had 

presented me with the petition to dress better was with 

the president when I was offered this position. He told 

the president that he had ambitions to be a teacher in the 

school himself. The president told him that he did not 

know he had ambitions of this kind, and that he would 

not have wanted him if he had, as he did not feel that 

his talents ran in this line. The president told me that if I 

came back as teacher I would have to dress better. I told 

him I would be glad to do so in this position. I went back 

the next year as professor over these students who had 

signed the petition for me to dress better. They had failed 
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in college algebra. They all came and apologized to me 

for signing the petition excepting one man. He said he 

did what he thought was right, and that he would do it 

again. I roomed with him the next year. I consider this 

as one of the greatest victories of my life, as "He that 

humblest himself shall be exalted, and he that exaltest 

himself shall be humbled." I graduated in 1902 by myself. 

I finished a four~college course in three years. President 

Johnson financed a course for me at the University of 

Tennessee. He told me and another teacher that if 

we would marry he would furnish us a house to live in, 

a boy to work three and one~half hours a day, a gallon 

of sweet milk to be put on our front porch each morning, 

breaQ from the bakery, fruits and vegetables from the 

farm, and pay us a salary besides. This was after I be~ 

came a full~time professor. 

I contacted the same girl sweetheart, Pearl Cox, of 

Pelham, Tennessee, and we were married on September 

15, 1904. President Johnson gave me an order to any 

furniture store in Knoxville saying, "Let this man have 

anything he wants." I could have bought ten thousand 

dollars worth of furniture had I wanted to but we pur~ 

chased our necessities, and rode out to our new home on 

the furniture van, a horse~drawn vehicle. I continued here 

as teacher for four years. 
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When I first went to Kimberlin Heights I did not 

take any bedding. I expected to have my things sent from 

home, which would take about two weeks. When I was 

assigned to room 25 on the 3rd floor, a bare room, I was 

standing disconsolately, wondering how I could live for 

two weeks without any bedding, when I looked around 

and there was a nicely dressed young man standing at 

my elbow, whose name was John B. Hunly, from Virginia. 

I told him my predicament, and that I was in a quandary 

as I had been assigned to this room and could not get 

my bedding from home in less than two weeks. He told 

me that he had been assigned to this room also, and that 

I could occupy his bed until things came. Now why was 

this? The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew my 

predicament and provided for it beforehand. He will hear 

us before we cry. One of the great things I learned in this 

school was that God is a prayer~hearing and a prayer~ 

answering God. 

The president had founded the school on the promise 

of $100.00 and ran it strictly by faith, prayer, and trust 

in the Almighty God. I KNOW that God hears and 

answers prayer and reveals the future to His people

shows them things to come. "All things work together 
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for good to them that love the Lord, who are called ac

cording to His purpose." I am learning new things all 

the time. One of the latest things I have learned and been 

assured of is that we must confess our sins as well as 

forsaking them. "He that covers his sin shall not prosper, 

but whosoever confesses them, and forsakes them, shall 

have mercy." This means confessing our sins to other 

Christians. God knows our sins already, so we must con

fess to others. I had a fault that I had endeavored to for-

sake without confessing it, but found myself unable to 

do so until I confessed it to another. Since then I have 

had God's mercy in helping me to forsake it, and to get 

from under the dominion of this sin. 

It hurts our pride to confess faults to others, but we 

have to do so, for thus we are forgiven and given grace 

to forsake the faults. I know this is so for I have learned 

by experience. This is God's way. We should not trust 

in man 's wisdom but in the power of God. We can still 

have divine healing if we go about it in God's way. H e 

will deliver us from all our difficulties; w~ can ask any

thing and receive it if it is for our good and God's glory 

if we ask without doubting. I had a daughter to be healed 

in this manner. She had been given up to die by the best 

doctors. The doctor who finally treated her, when she 

recovered, said that there was a higher power in this 

case. I do not doubt it in the least. 
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I have had things revealed to me before they hap

pened, and in many cases , they could not have been the 

result of chance or coincidence. For instance, I was seek-

ing to get a university rating from the University of 

Chattanooga, and had a tentative rating from the Uni

versity of Tennessee. The dean of the U. of Chattanooga 

told me they would ratify in one semester of successful 

work, instead of one year of resident work required by 

the U. of Tennessee. I certified all this to the State Board 

of Education and the State Commissioner at Nashville, 

and they agreed for me to establish my rating at Chat

tanooga. When the end of the semester came the U . of 

Cha ttanooga refused to accept this without the statement 

from the U. of Tennessee which was filed in Nashville 

with the State Commissioner. I had a dream wherein I 

'thought that one of the U11iversity of Chattanooga pro

fessors called me into his office, and showed me on ~he 

r ecord where this had been reconsidered. When the 

credits were allowed they gave me a tentative mark on 

the work done at the Bible College, just as the U. of 

Tennessee had done. I called the dean's attention to the 

fact that I had been promised a clear record on these 

credits at the end of the semester, but the registrar said 

that the University had never ratified the university rating 
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under less than nine months' resident work. She con~ 

suited the file of letters and found had I had been prom~ 

ised this rating, but they still refused to do this until I 

appealed to the president of the University of Chattanooga 

and had this decision reconsidered. I got the rating they 

had promised after doing t'his. I have recently talked with 

the dean and he admits that this must have been a rev ... 

elation to me that the matter would be reconsidered, as 

this was something never previously done-that is, to 

recognize a university rating under less than nine month's 

resident work. 

I could multiply cases like this in my own life, and in 

others', but it is not necessary because this should be 
enough to convince any fairminded person that this could 

not have resulted from accidental coincidence. There is 

a law in the Calculus of Proba bilities as true as two and 

two are four, " that the probability of the occurence to

gether or near the same time of two separate inciden ts 

is equal to the product of the probability of the separate 

incidents." Thus, if the probability of the University de~ 

parting from its rule of requiring nine months' res ident 

work be _one in a million and the probability of the dream 

occuring at this time be also one in a million, the prob~ 

ability of both these things occuring at the same time 
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would be one in a million times a million or one in a 

trillion . This represents a number equal to 500 times the 

population of the whole earth. So we see that it is possible 

to prove mathematically that the dream and fulfillment 

must be causally connected. 

If we only stop and consider that world was not made 

in a day, half our troubles will disappear. Worry is the 

great destroyer of happiness. It is of no use to worry over 

the past , for that is gone, and we can do nothing about 

it; we should not worry about the future, for that is yet 

to come. We should live in the present and prepare for 

the future. The whole trend of Christ's teaching was 

against worry. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." 

Do not think about what we should eat or wear for 

God will care for us as he does for the sparrow. "Having 

food and raiment therewith be content." It is a reflection 

on God for us to repine or pity ourselves because we have 

not this world's goods or positions. 

We are moving on to Armageddon and afterward 

the New Earth and the restoration of all things. But if we 

do not love his appearing, "Kiss the son lest he be angry 

with thee and thou perish from the way when his anger 

is kindled but a little." We are in a preparatory school 

here and if we love everybody and wish their best good, 
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we are progressing · in this school. God is preparing his 

assistants and co-workers now. If we overcome a~d en

dure trials to the end, without losing our integrity and 

faithfulness, he will give us responsibility to rule over 

many or few cities. When Jesus comes again he will 

resurrect the dead saints and translate the living and slay 

the wicked. And so shall his saints ever be with the Lord. 

If we can find out where Christ will be on that day we 

will know where his saints will be, for they will be with 

him. "And His feet shall stand in that day on the Mount 

of Olives," says Zachariah 14, "and the mountain shall 

divide. Half will inove northward and half southward and 

the valley and the mountain shall reac·h unto Azal." We 

are told by some that this is figurative language referring 

to the church and the gospel, but the context says, "Y e 

shall flee , yea ye shall flee, as ye fled before the earth

quake in the days of Uzziah, king of Judea, and 'the Lord 

my God shall come and all the saints with him., I wish 

to propound some questions for the adherents of this fig

urative theory to answer. 

1. How could anyone flee into a figurative valley, 

especially as the manner of the flight is to be as 

it was in the days of Uzziah, which we know was 

a physical Hight? 
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2. If this is all figurative, what is Azal figurative of? 

3. If this was all figurative and fulfilled at the de

struction of J esusalem, as the proponents of the 

theory claim, were all nations gathered at J erus-

alem at that time? 

4. Did Christ bring all his saints with him at the 

destruction of Jerusalem? 

5. Did God go forth against those nations as he 

fought in the day of battle, saying. that he allowed 

the city to be taken, the temple to be destroyed. 

so there was no stone upon another not torn down, 

and the inhabitants scat!ered to all nations under 

heaven? 

6. If the living waters refer to the gospel to go out 

to all nations under heaven, how is it these waters 

went only east and west, instead of to all parts 

of the compass as the gospel did? 

7. Has there ever been a day o~ record by historians, 

or astronomers, that was neither night nor day, 

as the day referred to when these things shall 

happen? 

8. Has there ever been a plague like the one referred 

to when the eyes consume in the sockets and 

tongues in the mol!~~s ~£. ~en and beasts? 
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There is a mistake which almost everyone makes 

about the second coming of the Lord. Do the saints of 

God and the wicked make up all the inhabitants of the 

earth? Are there not some who are neither saints nor 

wicked? The Bible teaches that there are to be people on 

the earth after the second coming. It says the slain of the 

Lord will be as dung on the face of the earth. Why men

tion burial if there is no one left to bury them? The ac

count goes on to say that the inhabitants of earth shall 

be burned, and few left. We all know people who are 

neither saints nor wicked. They pay their debts, they help 

the needy, and are good citizens. But they are not Chris-

tians. This class will remain after the saints are raised 

and translated and after the wicked are slain. These are 

the ones whom Christ will reign over with his saints, 

during the Millennium. Christ must reign until he puts 

all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that will 

be destroyed is death. Then Christ will turn the Kingdom 

over to God at the close of the Millennium, and God 

will reign forever and ever in the New Earth, wherein 

dweilest righteousness. During the Millennium people 

will be born and die, but the average length of human life 

will increase. "The child shall die at a hundred years old, 
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but the sinner, being a hundred years old, shall be ac

cursed." Those who will not accept the beneficent rule 

of Christ and submit themselves to His righteous govern

ment will be destroyed. "He will speedily destroy all the 

wicked out of the land." "But the righteous shall flourish 

as a green bay tree, and as the days of a tree shall be 

the days of my people. They shall long enjoy the works 

of their hands. They shall build houses and inhabit them, 

they shall plant trees and eat the fruit of them. They 

shall not build and another inhabit, they shall not plant, 

and another eat." 

There are trees in our country over a thousand years old, 

and those who live during the Millennium ( 1 ,000 year 

reign of Christ) will never die. That is the meaning of 

the scripture that says the last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. This occurs a t the end of the 1 ,000 year reign. 

After this the Kingdom will be turned over to God the 

Father, who will reign forever and ever over the New 

Earth , wherein dwellest righteousness. Wh(>n all things 

that offend are gathered out of the Kingdom, He will 

speedily destroy all of the wicked out of the land. A man 

will not be allowed to profiteer or oppress . the poor in 

that day. Instead of profit the ruling principle will be 

LOVE. God says the time will come when He will des-
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troy them that destroy the earth. Christ taught His dis~ 

ciples to pray: "Thy will be done in earth as it is in 

Heaven," and He would not have taught His people to 

pray a prayer that would not be answered. Wicked men 

have endeavored to destroy the earth, but He will not 

allow them to do this, as He will not allow the righteous 

to be destroyed with the wicked. He told Abraham in the 

days of old that He would not destroy Sodom if ten 

righteous mn could be found therein. God promised Abra~ 

ham to give him the land whereon he stood as a possession 

for him and his seed forever, and yet Abraham never got 

so much as a place to put his feet on in that land, only 

a possession of a burial place .. Abraham will have to be 

resurrected to get that land in order for God's promise 

to prove true. 

The New Testament says that many shall come from 

the east and the west and shall sit down with Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven. The king~ 

doms of this earth must become the Kingdoms of God's 

dear Son. This means the actual literal kingdoms that may 

be upon the earth at the second coming as England, 

France, Russia, and the United States, and all others. 

Christ must rule on the earth. He tells the saints that 
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when the Son of Man cometh in His glory, then shall 

He sit upon the throne of His glory, and He also tells 

them that the saints who overcome will be permitted to 

sit down in his throne, even as He overcame and was set 

down in His Father's throne. The Book of Revelations 

says that the saints shall reign on the earth. The wicked 

world that rejects Christ shall yet come before Him and 

recognize Him as their King and ruler. True, Christ says. 

"My kingdom is not of this world," which was evil and 

corrupt, but the new earth wherein dwellest righteousness 

will be a different world from the present evil world. 

The world that was before the flood perished, but 

the planet earth remained; it was new in the sense that 

the wicked were destroyed out of it. The New E;uth will 

be new in the same sense, in that the evil will be purged 

out of it, and it will be made to bear fruit and blossom as 

the rose. He will rebuke strong nations afar off and they 

will beat their swords into plo~.vshares and their spears 

into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more. When 

will the nations of earth learn this lesson? Not in the 

present evil system which is ruled over by the Devil and 

forces of evil. The nations will not learn this lesson until 

the rule of Christ over all the earth comes. 
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The attempt to establish world peace by a League 

of Nations or United Nations will never prosper as we 

are told in the scripture that, "It is not in man to direct 

his steps." This world trouble that threatens to engulf 

the world in a third world war must continue until Arm

ageddon and until men learn to trust God and obey Him 

in righteous government, which will be established in the 

hour of man's extremity. God did not make the earth 

in vain. He made it to be inhabited. The people in the new 

earth shall not say, "I am sick," and there shall be no 

more pain, neither sorrow nor crying. God shall wipe 

away all tears from all faces and the rebuke of His people 

shall be taken away. 

When God made the earth and all therein, He said it 

was very good. Man has corrupted his way and defiled 

the earth and it will take the renovation that Christ and 

H is saints will give it to make it new. All men must speak 

the same thing and love one another and all animated 

creation. As the fishes were not destroyed in the day of 

Noah, so there is no mention of anything being destroyed 

at the second coming, except the wicked. No man shall 

say unto his neighbor, "Know the Lord," for all shall 

know H im from the least unto the greatest, sayeth the 

Lord. There are 256 denominations in the world today, 
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h h . a diTferent way of salvation, and yet the 
eac teac mg 

way is said to be so plain that a wayfarer . though he be a 

fool need not err therein. The Devil and self--seeking men 

confuse the way so as to delude and make proselytes of 

the unwary and ignorant for their own gain. All a Chris-

tian needs to know is to obey God and walk in the light 

given him by God through His spirit, which is given every.

one who obeys Him, to lead them into all truth and teach 

them to obey God's law and to do His commandments. 

h . · y hard to love our 
I heard a preacher say t at lt lS ver 

enemies, but it is actually very easy if we have God's 

spirit in us, for then we will naturally do it. 

The best student of the Bible and the one who came 

nearest to living his religion than anyone I have ever 

known was Ashley S. Johnson. founder and president of 

the School of the EvangeHsts, now known as Johnson 

Bible College. I was associated ·with him for almost eight 

Saw hl·m in various trials. His reaction to all 
years and 

d efforts was to accomplish something for 
success an 
God's Kingdom, and the good of mankind. He told me 

in the first ten minutes when I saw him that I might be 

used as a teacher in his school. He depended on prayer 

and labor and trusted God to the uttermost for temporal 

benefits and spiritual blessings. 
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Following is the prayer prayed by me this Thanks

giving, 1953. 

Oh Thou who dost hear and answer prayer, 

Who hath loaded me with the good things of life 

all the days of my worthless life, 

Grant out of Thy goodness and love to pardon my 

iniquities and sins which have been b dl oun ess, 

immeasurable, and vile. 

Thou are all good but I am sinful and vile and have 

misused my opportunities to do good, and my 

many possibilities to help others, and have not 

properly applied my talents, 

And if it were not for Thy infinite mercy and love, 

I would even now be in the gulf of oblivion. 

Thou h~st preserved me for some. cause and hast 
bountifully· forgiven . . . . . . . my tmqutties through Thy 
mfmtte love and compassion and hast enabled 
to forgive my enemies. me 

Me, even me, hast Thou caused to triumph through 

Thy grace and love. 

To Thee I give all the praise for Thou deservest 
praise in all the earth. 

Vouchsafe to give me understanding, for Thou 1 
hast infi 't . d a one m e wts OIL and knowest the d f t'h b · en rom 

e egmning. 
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I ask Thee for wisdom, 0 God, and ability to appre-

hend eternal verities. 

I realize I have misused my talents and abilities to 

please myself and not for Thy glory. 

Help me, Oh Thou Most High, to use the remaining 

part of my life to enhance Thy glory, and the 

eternal good of my fellow man. 

Make me to know all my frailties and wherein I err 

from Thy commandments. 

I acknowledge my unworthiness before Thee and my 

fellow man. 

Take the poor remnants of my existence in this world 

and help me to use it for T hy glory. 

To T hee, Oh Lord, will belong all the praise through-

out all my existence forevermore. Amen. 

My mind goes back to my first Thanksgiving after 

my marriage in 1904. God had delivered me irom all my 

difficulties and poverty, and given me a lucrative job and 

honor in the sight of my fellowmen, and had given me a 

wonderful wife, who loved me. The president, Ashley S. 

Johnson, h:1d given me the fi rst turkey l hod ever had 

for Thanksgiving. T hough some foolish whim I became 

angry at my wife and refused to eat Thanksgiving dinner 
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hut went to a neighbor's house and bought my dinner. 

I know I was in fault for God severly punished me for 

this sin and failure on my part. For one week to a day 

from that Thanksgiving I was sitting in my dining room 

eating supper with my wife when I heard a great com .. 

motion. On going to the door I saw that the main building 

of the college was in flame. It went up in smoke and the 

school had ·to be disbanded and my good lucrative job 

came to an end, and I was compelled to leave in the middle 

of the winter and seek employment elsewhere. I was in 

debt for my fu.rniture and had other debts, which made 

it extremely trying for me. God allowed this to happen to 

me because He loved me, and delivered me out of all this 

and brought me back when the school was reopened in 

1906 in the new college building, which had been rebuilt 

in the meantime. 

Again I allowed my foolish pride to rule, and went down 

on my greatest benefactor and his wife and bawled them 

out because they had allowed my furniture and goods to be 

misused while we were gone. If I had had proper appreci .. 

ation and gratitude for past benefits, I would have over .. 

looked this and shown proper cooperation in the work 

that was being done. Instead I became embittered and 
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left the school, although l had the offer of a three .. year 

contract with increased. pay, and took a job at about half 

the pay I had been receiving, through pride and stub .. 

borness. Again I had a very severe chastening at the 

hands of the Lord, for in my new position I contracted 

a severe case of typhoid fever, and came near to death's 

door, .and was forced to exhaust all my surplus money 

that I had accumulated in the first position. This calamity 

was a direct result of my going to this place, as I would 

not have contacted these germs otherwise, and God was 

punishing me in this manner for my ultimate salvation and 

training. I stayed two years at this place and then went 

as principal to Hutchings College in the western part of 

White County, Ten:;.:;,essee. Here I had another great 

trial. I contracted pneumonia and was given up to die by 

my physician. God had not gotten through with my chas .. 

tening. I still carried on with other women in a way that 

displeased my wife, although she gave me no cause to 

act in this way. God protected me from actual trans .. 

gression then as ~e has all my life for, due to his goodness 

and everlastiug protection, I have never been tempted 

along this line more than I have been able to bear. An 

experienced and skilled physician was procured for me 

and I recovered from pneumonia. 
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When I was so bad that I thought I would surely die 

a man came to my house whose name was Talent and gave 

me great encouragement. He told me that I would not 

die, that he had seen a man in ~y condition before. This 

man spoke as one with authority and I . believe he was 

sent of God for my encouragement. I stayed at this place 

for two years. After this I sought and secured a place 

near Tulsa, Oklahoma, and was preparing to leave in 

September, 1910, when again God intervened. A farm 

was for sale in the community where my father had lived 

and near the home of my wife's father and mother. I had 

sold my brother my part of our father's farm, and had 

this check at the time I was sick. I had spent part to get 

ready to go to Okla'homa, but the way was open for me 

to purchase this farm, and one of the best paying schools 

in the couiity. Again I failed to appreciate my blessings 

and allowed my roving tendencies to lead me to seek the 

society of another woman than my wife, but still without 

any fornication, as God overruled to keep me from any 

deadly sin. I moved to my farm and secured the Valley 

Home School, near my farm and taught in this school 

for three years. I cultivated my fa;:m and had same culti.

vated and so prospered financially and God blessed me 

with six children, two of whom were born in White 
County. 
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About this time I decided to run for County Superin.

tendent of Schools and took the examination and passed. 

But I have a fault, or "thorn in the flesh," which has pur.

sued me all my life. I tried to forsake this without con.

fessing it, but God says, "Whoso coverest his sin shall 

not prosper, but whoso confessest and forsakest, shall 

have mercy," but I failed to do this, and the greatest trials 

of my life came upon me. I suffered a nervous breakdown 

and had to be confined to a hospital for six months. This 

was directly the result of my transgression, and still God 

was chastizing me for my good. I trusted God through 

this ordeal and came through, I believe, a better man. 

During this time my wife managed my affairs so well 

that I was not in debt one cent on my release. She taught 

my children to pray for my release and one of these boys 

is now the president of a Bible school and has been the 

minister of the Athens, Alabama Church of Christ for fif ... 

teen years. All my children have shown a thirst for knowl.

edge; most of them have secured degrees and have 

lucrative jobs at the present time. 

When I came from the hospital I renewed my plans 

to run for County Superintendent of Schools. It was then 

I was called to the county seat to teach school, and moved 

my family to this place and have lived here ever since. 

I was elected Superintendent of Schools of Grundy Coun .. 
ty eleven times-a record never surpassed in this county. 
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My wife was a strong, healthy woman and I expected 

her to outlive me, but shortly after my election as County 

Superintendent she contracted peritonitis and died on 

March 4, 1917. Our youngest child was 6 months old 

to a day, ancf our oldest child was 11 years old. This is 

one thing that I . have never been able to see was for my 

good, but it must have been so if I love the Lord, as God 

says, "All things work together for good if we love the 

Lord." One thing I can see is that I have six children by 

my second wife, whom I would not have had otherwise. 

After the death of my wife I established a teachers' agency 

and procured jobs for teachers in other states. I also 

established a training school for teachers at Altamont and 

helped many young people prepare for useful work. 

I needed a wife to hold my home together. With six 

young children, and being 40 years old myself, this was 

no easy thing to do, but I knew that it was best for my 

family and myself to do this, and I wanted it to be a love 

match as my first marriage was .. I a ttended a convenion 

of the Christian Church in Cincinnati, Ohio in October, 

1919, two years after my wife had died, and was assigned 

to a home on Main Avenue. The woman was a member 

of the Church and in good standing to receive and enter-

tain delegates to the convention, but she was evil and had 

proven untrue ·to her marriage obligations and she en--
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deavored to s~duce me. I told her that I had lived with 

a woman thirteen years, and that I had never had r e

lations with any other woman either before or since her 

death. She asked me why I had punished myself in this 

manner and I told her it was a question of "Thus sayeth 

the Lord." "Thou shalt not commit adultery." She said 

the Bible itself made provisions for an affair of this kind, 

and I said "Yes the B'bl d k . . 
• • 1 e oes rna e prov1s1ons, for, 

"Marriage is honorable and the bed undefiled, .but whore-

mongers and adulterers God wilr judge." The Devil im-

mediately forsook me and fled. H e will always do this 

when you quote scripture as Christ did in his temptation 

by the same Arch Fiend. 

I came home in October of 1919, and on N ovember 

8, of that year I met . my present wife and moth e.: of six 

children as was my first wife. This was directly the re-

sult of my victory over the temptation just previously to 

t1Iis. 

We have had many vicissitudes but as usual my 

delinquences ~ave been the causE:. She has assisted me and 

taught £chool for the last seven years and has l.:ept my 

home in goo.:l order through it all. As statecl, her~-to--fore , 
I have confessed and by God 's grar.e forsaken my thorn 

in the flesh for which I give God all the glory. 
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I have had many trials but God has delivered me out 

of them all. At the time I was elected Superintendent a 

corrupt ring endeavored to have my certificate revoked, 

charging me with moral turpitude. I answered all the 

charges and was publically exonerated by the state board 

of education. One of the ones implicated has since told 

me that the thing they were trying to do to me was the 

dirtiest deal ever handed anyone. 

Another time they attempted to sustain charges 

against me and were attemping to take an office to which 

I had been elected on the grounds of educational dis

qualification. I got a university rating from the Uni

versity of Chattanooga in one semesters work, which had 

never been done before. I have told about this before in 

these memoirs. I ran for County Judge in 1942 against 

two lawyers who have been members of the state legis

lature, and was elected by a narrow margin. I served 

eight years. In 1950 I was elected to another eight year 

term which will expire in 1958. These are all small mat

ters so far as honor or emolument is concerned, but they 

illustrate how God takes care of His people and will never 

suffer t'hem to be ashamed as He says in His word. 
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I have be n an outstanding ·athlete '. ' but not in a pro~ 

fessional way. In 1901 I jumped ten feet, one inch, stand

ing broad jump. and R. C. Ewry. the champion of the 

world only jumped 10 ft., four and 5/8 inches. Thus I was 

less than four inches behind the champion of _the world, 

but I used weights in my hands to give me an impetus 

on the take~o££ and he did not, but jumped without 

weights. 

W ith the exceptions I have mentioned I have never 

been seriously ill in my life. When I was fifteen years 

old I came near to what might be called an untimely 

death by drowning. I was by myself and could only s~im 

two or three strokes. I got off a bank in a deep hole of 

water and went under. When I came up I endeavored 

to take my strokes and go to the bank but in ~y excite-

ment I beat the water backwards more than forward and 

got farther out in the deep water. I knew I would sink .. 
..... 

in a very short time, and was so far away from help of 

anyone that I knew there was no use to call for help. 

In this emergency God came to my help with a thou ght 

that saved my life. The thought was that if I could sink 
1i' 

myself and crawl or walk on the bottom I could get out 

as it was only a short distance to the bank. I endeavored 
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to do this and in my struggling under water to reach the 

hank I swam or dived toward the bank and when I was 

compelled to come up for air and my head emerged I was 

in shallow water so that my feet touched the ground. 

I was in no danger as I had a helper nearby Who knows 

all things and has all power. If this had happened these 

memoirs would never have been written which is my 

tribute to the care and protection God gives His people. 

It may be asked how I know that I am one of God's 

people. I answer, "By this shall all men know that ye 

· are my disciples because ye love one another. "I love 

everybody and therefore I am a disciple of Jesus. Again 

God tells us if we forgive those who trespass against us, 

that He will forgive us. We can not do this from the 

heart without His spirit in us. I have forgiven my enemies 

and therefore I am His disciple. In this connection I want 

to relate a remarkable occu~ence-. At one time I feared 
• 

that I had committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, 

for which there is no forgiveness in this world or in the 

world to come. I dreamed a dream in which a couplet of 

poetry CCJ m:e to me. It is as follows: 

Thou ·h.ast not been the worst of men, 

Thy conscience never shriven, 

For whilst thou often hast forgot_ 

Thou often hast forgiven. 
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This gave me entire consolation, for 1 knew that 1 

had forgiven those who had mistreated me, and I also 

knew that God says that if we forgive those who trespass 

against us, that He will forgive us. I told two students 

from Antioch College, Ohio, whom I met at the evolution 

trial in Dayton, Tennessee in 1925, about this dream. 

They were evolutionists and said that a person never 

got an idea except one received through one of the five 

senses. I told them that I had an idea that didn't come 

through any of the five senses, and r'elated to them this 

dream. They said I had read this somewhere, and that 

when they returned to school they would find this in some 

author's work and write me. They have not done so, as 

this does not occur in the works of any author. It came to 

me from the blue and has been worth a million dollars to 

me, as when the Devil tries to make -me think that I have 

committed the sin against the Holy Ghost I tell him that 

I have forgiven people and, immediately, he leaves me. 

Again I know I am His disciple because He chastizes those 

whom He loves. If we be without chastizement, then are 

we bastards and not sons. By this we know we have 

passed from death unto life because we love the brethren. 

I love the brethren, therefore I know that I have passed 

from death unto life. 
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Another reason I know that God still reveals things 

to us by means of dreams and visions is that the scriptures 

indicate it. And I can demonstrate from my own exper~ 

iences and those of others this telling of future events. 

First, we will take the arguments from the scriptures that 

this is true. It will be readily granted by every student of 

the Bible that this was true during the O ld Testament 

times, and the references are too numerous to go into with 

regard tC? God's revealing himself by dreams in Old Testa 

mcnt times. Pharoah, Joseph, Daniel, N ebuchadnezzar, 

Jacob, Abraham and others are enough to convince any.

one of this fact without going into detail as to others. We 

will confine ourselves to the New Testament for the proof 

that God still does this in this gospel era. Joseph was 

warned in a dream to take Christ to Egypt to avoid the 

king ' s edict, and he was later warned in a dream to bring 

him back when his persecuters had died: An angel vi sited 

M ary ·. about the birth of a son who should redeem 

his people from sins. Zachariah was warned in a dream 

concerning the bir th of John, and even his name was re.

vealed to him. The wife of Pilate was warned in a dream 

and told Pilate to have nothing to do with the condem.-

nation of that Just Man fo.L she had suffered many things 

concerning Him in a dream. This is not a tithe of the in-

52 

J 

cidents where this was done in the lives of the Lord and 

His Apostles previously to the crucifiction. "Oh well," 

some say, "That was before the day of Pentecost. The 

Church was not established until then. Since that things 

have changed." They would have us to believe that God 

ceased His dealings with His people and speaks to them 

only through the Bible, but there were prophets in the 

Church during the lives of the Apostles and things were 

revealed to them in dreams. One Agabus prophesied and 

told Paul about the trials that awaited him in Jesusalem. 

It was revealed to a prophet concerning a dearth or 

famine which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 

Yes, but some say, prophesies were to cease. But when 

were they to cease? When that which is perfect is come 

and when we shall know as we are known and shall see 

Christ face to face, and know Him as He is, which will 

not come to pass until Christ comes. As-long as we see 

through a glass darkly and not face to face, we will need 

prophecies, dreams, and the ministration of angels. God 

will not leave His people comfortless. He will come to 

them and show them things to be through dreams, visions 

and inspired interpretations. A certain class of people 

would have us believe that we, in our efforts to interpret 

the scriptures, have more knowledge than the Apostles 
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and the people to whom they spoke divine messages. The 

folly of this can be seen from the fact that so many people 

have conflicting beliefs and understanding of the script-

ures, although they are equally intelligent, and equally 

honest. Also from the fact that the New Testament tells 

us that if any ofus need wisdom we should ask it of God, 

who givest to all liberally and upbraidest not. The use 

and meaning of words has changed and in translating 

from one language to anqther, it is sometimes very diffi .. 

cult to get the exact shad€. of meaning intended by the 

writer of the inspired word. Man's wisdom is foolishness 

with God and we should depend upon the Lord to give us 

understanding of His word. 

I became interested in astronomy in 1898, and have 

been an amateur student of the subject ever since. I l~ave 

delivered three lectures to the Barnard Astronomical So .. 

ciety in Chattanooga. I delivered a lecture on the hydro-

gen bomb to the Monteagle Sunday School Asse>.nb!y on 

July 24, 1953 of this yea ... T his assembly has been located 

at Monteagle, having been founded there in ,1882, and the 

platform manager told me that I · am the first Grundy 

Countain to address the assembly, which I consider a 

great honor, as I was born and reared about six miles 

from the assembly grounds. 
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I have made a study of our calendar, and have de ... 

v~loped a rule by which I can tell the day of the week 

of any day since A.D. I, if I am given the day of the 

month and the year. I can do this in 30 seconds mentally. 

Everything goes to show that events are now shaping 

. up for the second coming of Christ, and the Millennia} 

Age. The Jews are established in Palestine, and the time 

is not far distant according to all appearances that J erus-

alem will cease to be trodden down of the Gentiles. This 

may happen in the generation in which we now live. 

Diseases are being conquered and people are living longer 

than ever before since Christ came to the earth. Inventions 

are being, multiplied and space conquered in a way not 

dreamed of 1 00 years ago. Roads are being built to all 

parts and knowledge is being increased in unprecedented 

ways. Signs are being observed and earthquakes and 

famines and devastation through war and unprecedented 

things are going on in all quarters. Communism and free 

government are in a death struggle, and the conflagration 

of a third world war is likely to be kindled at any time. 

The only power now withholding is Almighty God, Who 

will restrain until all the servants of God are sealed in 

their foreheads, which I understand is spiritual insight of 

God's word and plan for His people. It is claimed by 
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some that the second coming of Christ will be secret, 

and that no one knows the day, not even the angels of 

Heaven or Christ. So far as the exact day is concerned 

no one would be able to tell that unless it were revealed 

by God, which has not been the case, but the Bible plainly 

teaches that. the day will not· come on the J·igh.teous as a 

thief, but will come upon the worldly as a thief. Spirit

born people will be able to see the signs of the times as 

were the early Christians at the destruction of Jerusalem 

and not even one was caught in the siege by V espassain 

and Titus. It will be the same at the last day of God's 

wrath. They will be watching and will know when the 

end is near or at the door. They will ha~e signs that he 

who runs may read. The early Christians were told 

that when they saw Jerusalem encompassed by arm1es 

they would know that the destruction was at hand, and 

thus be able to escape. GoJ. has given signs to His people 

in the scriptures, and will give special signs today. True, . 

Christ said that a wicked and adulterous generation were 

seeking a sign, and would not be gjven one except the 

sign of the Prophet Jonah, But He did not say His people 

would not be given a sign. His people are not wicked 

and adulterous generation, but Spirit-born Christians. 

56 

It has been said that every man who reaches 65 years 

of age should write a story of his life .. There have been 

so many good things in my life that I can forget the bad 

things. 

A prayer on New Year's night, December 31, 1953, 

follows: 

"Oh Thou Most High, Who hast loaded me with 

many benefits above my deserves, Who hast enabled me 

by grace. to be rid of my secret fault upon confessing the 

same according to Thy infallible word, I ask Thee to 

bless me during 1954 to do more for Thy cause than any 

previous year of my life. Lead me and mold circumstances 

that I know my duty and understand my opportuniUes 

to do Thy will. Help me to understand that the plaudits 

or blame of the world are as dross in Thy sight unless 
founded on truth and verity. Help me and deliver me 

from di£ ficulties as Thou hast in the past. Strengthen my 
faith and may I always realize that Thy grace is sufficient 

and when my trial comes, may I be able to stand in the 

hour of temptation. Help me to understand more of Thy 

word and will, and reveal to me things to come if for 
the good of Thy cause and help me to always give Thee 

the glory. Help my physical infirmities if it be for my 
good and Thy glory. Give me to have more tolerance 
where tolerance is deserved. Help me to trust Thee to the 
uttermost and do all for Thy glory. Lead me not into 
temptation but deliver me from evil, and Thine be the 
glo.:y forevet' and ever, Amen. 
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"Christ is the end of the law, for righteousness to 

everyone that believest." The law was a schoolmaster to 

lead the people to Christ. When the people received 

Christ, thy no longer needed a "schoolmaster." When 

Christ is received into the heart of the believer he will 

naturally do the commands of the law and therefore needs 

no commandments to keep as the law of "love" covers it 

all. If a man loves his neighbor as himself, he will not 

steal from him as it would be foolish for him to steal from 

himself and the same applies to others of the ten com~ 

mandments, for the law of love would keep him from cov~ 

etin~, bearing false witness against anyone. honoring your 

parents or any of the others. A man would do more of 

these things if he loves any person. It would be foolish~ 

ness to tell him not to do any of these things as he would 

naturally do these things, and in this way we would not 

be under the law. Christ in us would keep us from offend~ 

mg m any way and it would be Christ in us through His 

spirit that would be doing all these things, and not we 

ourselves. 

God would guide us by His spirit so that we would 

escape all temptations or ways provided whereby we 

would escape if we do fall into temptations. 

There have been thousands of cases in my life where 

but for God's grace and care I would have suffered ca~ 

lamity or even the loss of life or spiritual loss pertaining 

to the soul. I would hardly know where to begin to tell 

of these things as they have happened practically every 

day of my life. 

We have the prom_ise that if we eat any deadly thing 

it will not hurt us. On one occasion I ate a handful of 

caster beans where three or four are said by physicians 

to be sure death unless antidotes ar~ applied. On this 

occasion it was Saturday evening and I had to sit up all 

night to write a sermon as I was to preach the next day. 

I would write a while and vomit a while. I did not know 

what~ .. was the cause of my sickness and therefore was 

under no uneasiness or fear. I thought I would vomi~ up 

my very entrails, and by the next m?rning, I had gotten 

rid of the last of the poison without ever knowing that 

I had eaten poison. The fact that I had to write the sP.rmon 

at this time was overuled of God to preserve my life as 

at any other time I would have gone to bed and would 

have failed to get rid of the poison as I did, or would 

have become excited and sent for a doctor and fear would 

have paralyzed my glands until I would have absorbed 

enough of the poison to deprive me of life. Some would 
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. say that the taking of the poison and the havi~g to sit 
. .d s This w1ll not do 

11 . ht were accidental comc1 ence . up a mg 

1 f obability will not allow this to be the case. 
as the aws o pr b t 

I k 
I have never swallowed poison u 

So far as now, 
. . l'fe So as I have lived about 

two or three times m my 1 . . 

d d 
. my life the probability of swallowmg 

27 thousan ays m ' 
2 == 1 . The proba ... 

the poison would be 
27000 13500 

h this time would be 
bility of my sitting up all nig· t at 

as I only preached once a month and these were the 

30 

1 t
. es I sat up all night at this period of my life. 

on y 1m ld 
That the probability was an accidental coincidence wou 

1 , or one chance in. near ... 
be 1 

13500 
X 1 

30 405000 

ly 500,000. 
you may add to this 

h d to be in almost perfect condition to 
that my system a . 

1 • • d ·f you try to account for th1s 
throw off tms pOlson, an 1 

on accidental coincidence, you will double the chances 

k .t ay one chance in a 
·t happening or rna e 1 , s ' 

against 1 h . over 
d This would be one c Clnce m 

hundred thousan . . . . . ~ 
- ..J es ides all th is. I e<:m multiply s lm!lar case ;:, 

1,000 years . u h 
1 I kno"v b)'' mat ,e-. . l; f So I can say t lat . 

like th 1~ m my ' e. · 
5 3

r 1· 
. b b.l .t that this anJ similar happenin g , . ~ 

matlcal pro a 1 1 Y · 

net the resu lt of cha nce. 
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Wpen God made the earth, and the animals and man, 

before the fall, he said that it was very good. He said 

the green herbs were to be food for men and the animals. 

He did not make the animals to be food for man or food 

for each other. After the fall and sin had entered into 

the world and man was put out of the garden, he allowed 

man to eat the !flesh of certain clean animals. This was in 

man's sinful state ana riot when he was sinless, before 

the fall. Before the fall man was in a state of innocence, 

and did not even know he was naked until he had par ... 

taken of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil.. He was n.o more ashamed of being naked than the 

lower animals today. 

There is· another thing of which I am firmly con ... 

vinced. As the serpent talked with Eve man must have 

understood the language of lower animals and the lower 

animals must have understood man. Why did God make 

all these animals in the first place? Since they were not 

intended for food there must have been another purpose. 

He must have intended that they get along amicably. 

God made all the herbs and fruit ... bearing trees for man's 

food. And all through the scriptures we see that God 

cared for animals. ' 'The merciful man is merciful to his 

beasts." "Not a sparrow falleth to the ground but that 

your Father knoweth it." 
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In the personal life .of Christ we can find but one 

place where Christ was unkind to any of the lower ani

mals. He allowed the devils to enter the bodies of the 

swine and caused them to run down the hill and be choked 

in the sea. There is but one explanation of this lone ex ... 

ception. The swine was an unclea~imal and the raising 

of these animals for food, as the ~ owners of these swine 

were doing, was. C! sin before God: Otherwise, Christ 
,, ..... 

would ha\)-e respected the rights of private property as 

he did in other cases. There is a significant thought here

it is said that the lion and the lamb shall lie down to

gether in the new earth and that the lion shall eat straw 

like an ox, that the young child shall put his hand in the 

hole of the asp, and that the weaned child shall put his 

hand in the cockatrice's den and that "nothing Jhall hurt 

or destroy in all my holy mountain ," saith the Lord. If 

what we call the lvwer animals were fit companions for 

man before the fall , they will be fi t companions for him 

in the r:ew earth, where dwelleth rightecusness. 

There will be a restitution of all things to its original 

Edenic perfection in the new earth. All things that hurt 

or destroy will be destroyed out of the land: The last 

enemy to be destroyed will be death. Christ must reign 

until all his enemies are put under his feet. So then when 
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death is destroyed, it being the last enemy, Christ will 

turn the kingdom over to God the Father, who will reign 

forever and ever in a world whereixi dwelleth righteous ... 

ness. The original purpose of God at the creation will then 

be achieved. 

Christ's parables ~ere written to hide the truth to 

unbelievers rather than to reveal the truth to t'h em, as it 

is not God's purpose to cast his pearls before swine, and 

he tells us not to do so. "To you (speaking to his fol ... 

lowers) it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom 

of God, but to them that are without (scoffers and un ... 

believers) it is not given, lest they might receive the truth 

and be converted through selfish motives." God wants 

and will accept no substitute for genuine and unselfish 

love and faith in his followers. "He that would save his 

life shall lose it and he who would lose his life shall save 

it unto life eternal." He d oes not want followers who 

seek loaves and fishes. 

"By grace are ye saved through faith and that not 

of yourselves, it is the gift of God." That is, saving faith 

is the gift of God; man's faith does not save him. It is 

the faith of Christ that saves him and that is the faith 

belonging to Christ Himself that saves man. The horse 
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of Mr. Jones is the horse belonging to Mr. Jones and 

the faith of Christ is quite different from faith in Christ 

as a personality. Why then does not Christ save every~ 

body? Because they will not submit themselves to Him 

as a little child submits himself to his father. Men . trust 

too much to their own knowledge and wisdom. We have 

got to become as a little child before we can enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven. I suppose that is the reason Christ 

chose His disciples from the lowly of earth because they 

were not wedded to their own wisdom and knowledge. 

"If any man lack wisdom, }et him ask of God," rather 

than go to college and study books. It is good to go to 

college and study books if we continually ask God for 

wisdom to rightly apply and to appreciate the meaning 

and spiritual significance of what we learn. 

"If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; old 

things have p~ssed away; behold all things are become 

new." (II Cor. 5:17) When the spirit of Jesus enters 

the heart of a man or woman, he transforms that life. 
i 

We can see that this is a gradual work, first the blade, 

then the leaf, after that the full corn in the ear. No man 

can forgive trespasses by his natural human spirit. It 

takes the transforming of Christ's holy spirit in us to 

enable us to do this. God will not suffer us to be tempted 

beyond our power to endure. He tempers the wind to the 
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shorn lamb. God is an infinitely greater saviour than 

we are a sinner. He is able and willing to save to the 

uttermost those who come unto God by him. 

We can perceive and enjoy the Lord's deliverances 

and overruling providence in the smallest happenings and 

circumstances. All things work together for good to us 

if we love the Lord and are called according to His 

purpose, it matters not how big or small, they all work 

together for our good. 

Just think for one moment of the millions and trillions 

of odds against our even existing at all if we regard 

everything as the work of chance! It is only necessary 

for us to go back to our great grandparents. Eight sep~ 

arate and distinct personalities had to meet ·and unite 

in order to produce our individuality. If one of the eight 

were lacking or someone substituted in his or her place, 

we would be a different individual. We get part of our 

characteristics th~t make our personality from each of 

these 8 people. In my own case Benjamin Rollings, my 

father's paternal grandfather, born in 1780, met and 

married Martha Powell, born in 1785. Now what was 

theprobabilitythat this particular union would take place? 
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They lived in different communities at a time when 

transportation was poor and people were localized in their 

own communities and yet this union had to take place 

. d t make me what I am. A different union would 
m or er o 1 

d dl·fferent perc:onality with different char..-
have rna e me a ~· . 

. t ' In other words I would have been a different 
actens 1cs. - · ' 
personality and not myself as I am. And again, Abraham 

Hargis, my father's maternal grandfather, born in 1780, 

had to meet and marry Rebecca Floyd, born in 1784' 

to make me what I am. Rebecca Floyd lived in North 

Carolina and my great grandfather Hargis in the wilder..

ness of Tennessee or Territory of Tennessee at that time. 

My grandmother Floyd was born in North Carolina the 

year the State of Franklin was organized in what is now 

T \ 'l rhat insr rutable providence led these two 
ennessee. ;v ,._ 

people together through the wilds of this savage country, 

infested by wild beasts and savage Indians, and yet this 

had to be in order for me to exist as the personality I am. 

And not only this but John K. Tate, my mother's 

paternal grandfather ' born in 1792, had to meet and 

marry Rachel Carmichael. born in 1796, in order to make 

me what I am. If any of these factors had been different, 

I would not be the personality I am. John K. Tate was 

the son of a Revolutionary soldier and was himself a 
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soldier of th~ War of 1812 before the birth of my mother's 

father in 1818. If he had been killed or died in this war, 

I as a distinct personality would not have seen the light, 

would never have existed. Last of all, Washington Spee ... 

gle, my mother's maternal grandfather, had to meet and 

marry Priscilla Reed. 

The probability of all these occuring when con

sidered as the work of chance when multiplied together 

according to the unalterable laws of probability make 

quadrillions and quintillions of chances against my ever 

existing at all. This same reasoning can be applied to the 

16 people in the previous generation, the 32 in the one 

before, etc. So we can see that it is the greatest miracle 

of the whole creation that I hav~ been born and exist 

at all and that I have the characteristics, physical, mental 

and moral that make me what I am, for there is not an

other personality identical ~ith me in all the inhabitants 

of the world that ever have existed. God must have a 

purpose in all this and that purpose is His own glory. 

He wants all these diverse personalities to glorify Him by 

. serving Him. 

I have experienced God's providence in the smallest 

circumstances. If all things work together for the good 
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. . · -. 1 to the small things 
of the Christian, then thts musL app y 

of life as well. as the more important things. I had a 

friend who was my classmate in college from Birkenh~~d, 
b f the Bnttsh 

England, who has since been a mem er o 

Th. man secured a P0 "" 
Parliament (Commons). lS young . 

. . . . ter of a church in Lancaster, Pennsylvama. 
SltlOn as IDlntS 

(He was studying for the ministry at that time). He 

bought a ticket to Philadelphia, expecting to purchase a 
H th ht he had enough 

ticket from there to Lancaster. e oug . 

b t la,..ked a dime of having enough for his ticket 
money u ._ 

W hen he reached Lancaster the Church . 
to Lancaster. . 

. . . to meet him and provide for him. He satd 
authonttes were 
that he did not know anything to do but to ask someone 

. h' dime (He was an Englishman and not used 
to g1ve 1m a . 

. ) He told me that he walked the streets 
to thts country · 

L " k' g for a dime and 
of "The City of Brotherly ove as m 

H bl was solved 
no one would give it to him. is pro em 

h f 
. dime in his vest pocket that he did not 

when e ouna a 

h h d God provided for his beforehand. "He will 
know e a · 

" 1 have had some wonderful ex-
hear us before we cry. 

periences like this myself. 
- . Akr Ohio during the depression that I was m on, 

be an in 1929. My son Adolphus. who is now ~ mini-- . 
g f the Church in Athens, Alabama, was Wlth me. s;;: :ould not get lucrative_ eml?l?ym~~t a~d .we~e ~om--
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pelled to take a job selling silk hose. We were barely 

making a living at the time. I heard of a church service 

to be held in Cuya·hoga Falls, 10 or 15 miles from Akron 

which I wished to attend. The bus fare was a dime and 

I had no dime; however, we did have some mending kits 

for silk hose which we used to get entrance to the homes. 

We would go to the homes in the evening and tell the 

ladies that our company wished to deliver them a present 

the next day and get them to fix a time. They always · 

responded and thus we would endeavor to sell them silk 

hose. I found that I could sell these mending kits for a 

dime and so I decided to sell one to a lady I had visited 

and get a dime to pay my bus fare to church. ~o I went 

to a home and endeavored to make the sale. The lady 

said she did not want the kit. did not need and would 

not have it. I did not tell her I wanted a dime to go to 

church. I have never begged, never had to. I was getting 

ready to go when I heard something tinkle on the con-

crete back porch. The lady said, "You dropped a dime," 

but to my knowledge, I did not have a dime and I do not 

see how she could have dropped it as she did not have 

her money out and said she would not have the mending 

kit. I picked up the dime and went to the church services. 
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I did not know a humqn soul there and no one knew 

me. At the close of the service a stranger stepped up to me 

and asked me where I lived. I told him I stayed at 908 

East Avenue in Akron. He said, "How are you going to 

get home? The buses liave stopped running." ( l thought 

they ran until 12:00 o'clock). I told him I did not know. 

He said, "That is about a mile out of my way . but I will 

take you home," . and he did. Why should this occur? 

I never asked anybody for anything. There is only one 

explanation. The Lord wanted me to go to church. 

I could multiply cases like this by the hundreds in 

my life down to the present day. These could not have 

been the result of chance coincidence. It wo.uld swell the 

credulity of the most blatant opponent who understands 

the immutable laws of probability to account for these by 

the laws of chance o:L accidental coincidence. What does 

God mean when he says, ''I will never leave you nor 

forsake you"? 

"Blessed is he who considers the poor. I will provide 

for him in times of famine. His waters shall be sure." 

Does God tell the truth? Does He mean what He says? 
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I have lived in Altamont, Tennessee for one-half of 

my life. I came here 40 years ago, the year I was 37 and 

have been here ever since. I came here to stay three or 

four months and have been here 40 years. At the end 

of the four-month school I got ready to leave and had 

the wagons spoken for to come and move my things to 

the valley as I had no work to support me during the 

summer vacation. Some of the patrons got after me to 

stay and teach the fall school, and upon my telling them 

of my reasons for moving, they secured a job for me to 

make out the tax book and duplicate for the Clerk of the 

Court. Well, I told them I would leave the matter with 

the Lord. We could call the upper telephone in Burroughs 

Cove, and if the wagons had passed there, I would take it 

as an evidence that the Lord wanted me to move back 

to m¥ farm. If the wagons had not passed I would take 

it to mean the Lord wanted me to stay in Altamont. We 

called and the wagons had not passed, so I had them 

stopped and so am in Altamont yet. 

I have had some very loyal friends who have stuck 

to me through thick and thin. Among them may be ment

ioned "Chat.. (E. C.) Shelton, Lewis Fults, Howard 

Williams, and others who have assisted me financially 

and otherwise when I needed help and have been as brot-
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hers to me. I have found that God will raise up friends 

for you when you need them and provide deliverances 

for you in all cases. To him be all the glory! 

About two years ago I bought a place in Tracy 

City and was preparing to move there when I found that 

my friends and supporters here did not want me to leave 

Altamont, and it would have been a great mistake to have 

done so. When .I bought the place there was a down 

payment of $2560.00, which I did not have, and I told 

the auctioneer I would borrow it from my brother. He 

said, "Call your brother," which I proceeded immediately 

to do, and we arranged to get the money that evening. 

To do so would have necessitated my selling my place 

in Altamont. The man from whom I bought the place 

told me that in appreciation for my help in getting a fair 

price for his place tha t he would give me some names of 

. tl've buyers I did so and sold the place to the prospec · 

f . the list making a small profit on the sale. 1rst man on · · 

. h k of the Lord as I am better satisfied Thts was t e wor ' 

in the place I live than I would be any other place. 

I have often said that I have been from Canada to 

Mexico, and like Tennessee better han any other state. 

I like Grundy County better than any county in the state. 
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I like the top of this mountain better than any other part 

of the county. I like Altamont better than any other town 

in the tableland; I like my place better than any other place 

in Altamont, and I think more of my wife than any other 

woman. This is literally true. So I covet no man's silver, 

gold or apparel. I consider myself in God's hands to do 

as he pleases with me. If he has other plans for me, I 

bow to his will. We can serve God anywhere we are if 

we worship in spirit and in truth. 

John McClure, John Greeter, Wesley Pirtle, Polk 

and Jesse Givens, Jesse Killian, John Scruggs, Levi Wood-

lee and Adnah Lockhart have been good and substantial 

citizens of Altamont since I have lived here. Albert Fults 

deserves mention as a craftsman who wrought well for 

many years. 

I might mention a few outstanding things in my life. 

I passed a Stat~ high school examination with the best 

grade ever given on such an examination in Tennessee. 

I averaged 99-7/10% on ten subjects and this has never 

been equalled in the state. I made 100% on 8 subjects 

and 99 on one and 98 on the other. This was at the Insti

tute held at Sparta in 1910. 
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I developed the only formula by which it is possible 

to tell in 30 seconds the day of the week on which any 

date in the Christian era since A. D. I, has fallen or will 

fall. 

I am the only one (so far as I know) who was ever 

recognized with a university rating in less than nine 

months' resident work. I was recognized with four and 

one-half months or one semester's work. 

I have never taken an examination for teacher or 

County Superintendent in which I have failed to make the 

best grade in such examination, whether taken by many 

or few people. I do not tell these things to boast or brag 

about them, but only to show what the grace of God has 

enabled me to do. I ascribe to God all the glory and only 

hope to be a sinner saved by grace. 

I have been asked to have some of my poems printed. 

The following poems represent my work in three periods of 

my life. The first poem was written when I was about 

18 years of age, the second in about 1924 when I was 

45 years old, and the last in about 1935 when I was 56 

years old. 
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THE FORGOTTEN GRAVEYARD 

Written in 1897 when I was 18 years old. I got the 

inspiration to write this poem by going one summer after .. 

noon to an abandoned graveyard where markers were all 

overturned and demolished and not a single inscription 

could be deciphered. 

Lonely and sacredly lie the dead 

Though forgotten their name and rae~ 

With the drooping trees overhead 

To cover their resting place. 

With the wind in cadence soft and sweet 

To sigh as in years gone by 

In the leafy foliage overhead 

And soothe them to sleep as they lie. 

Gone is the strength of the blacksmith's arm 

Gone is the architect's skill 

Gone is the hand that tended the farm 

They all lie silent and still. 
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Full many years have passed along the dark abyss 

of time 

And many men have swelled the throng of misery, 

want and crime 

While many of their brethren have reached the goal 

of fame 

And cut upon the rock of time an everlasting name. 

While undisturbed in sweet repose 

Till Gabriel's trump shall sound 

The silent sleeper rests in peace 

Beneath the lowly mound. 

What cares he for strife of State 

Or petty cares of life 

Wihin the grave no envings are 

Nor cause for human strife. 

In life he has looked upon 

The turn of fortune's wheel 

And mingled in the turmoil 

Of human war and weal. 
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He has felt ambition in his breast 

And longed for great renoun 

Then sank quietly to his rest 

Beneath the dark ·cold mound. 

Perhaps a few grieved at his death 

And dropped the silent tear 

Above the cold and silent face 

Of him they loved so dear. 

But now his dear ones all are gathered 

To that Celestial bourne 

From which no traveler ever returns 

To this vile earth to mourn. 

In the hurry and the turmoil 

And care of human life 

Do the men pass quickly by 

Engaged in human strife. 

Intent each in his own course to run 

And let the past its secrets keep 

Nor strive from out the hook of time 

A moral to learn or a truth to teach. 
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The poem written in 1924 is as follows: 

IF I DO OR IF I DON'T 

If I do or if I don't 

Can you say I simply won't 

Or if I do not dare to ~o 

• that restrains me in my Can't you see it isn t you 

view. 

God Who wills it is the guide 

We who follow oftimes chide 

Sometimes we only take a 

Pessimistic view of things. 

Secret things belong to God 

We are only earth ern clods 

God must have His way 

We should only watch and pray. 
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The poem composed in 1935 is entitled: 

THE VICTORY OF THE HUNTING SHIRTS 

In the war of "12" when Packenham's troop 

Lay anchored in Orleans all in a group 

The tints of Old Glory was waning· to night 

And our glorious Nation awoke in great fright. 

What will we do cried Noble and Commons 

The pride of Great Britian and Waterloo's on us 

Our navy is nil our army is in pickle 

Our resources slack, our government fickle. 

They looked to the earth and they looked to the sky 

To the sea and the land hut no help was nigh 

Defeat and disaster loomed over us certain 

And the general thought was, "This is the curtain." 

When all was in gloom a star rose in the west 

And the frontier buckled on its helmet and vest 

Said they, "New England is only a quitter" 

We will show that Andy and his pals are•the fitter. 
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So from the cabin and homestead from lodge and tent 

Poured a rabble of Hu~ting Shirts on victory bent 

They did not know fear and they knew no defeat 

T heir weapon the rifle, their carriage complete. 

A sack of parch corn, jerked vension and bread 

A shot pouch and bullet mold coon skin for the head 

And now we are ready Old Andy take charge 

To drive the invaders from homeland and marge 

So down to New Orleans this motley array 

W ith shout and with bonfire took its jubilant way 

When the Britishers heard of this curious rout 

They made the welkin ring with clamor and shout. 

Old Pakenham said that only a day 

Would see this ignorant crew melt quite away 

His disciplined troops he told to disdain 

The raw ignorant soldiers in Jackson's train. 
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On January the eighth a sunshinny day 

Came Albion: s. cohorts in shiny array 

To meet the bold rebels who quietly lay 

With hand upon trigger and eye clear and bright 

Awaiting t~e charge to engage them in fight. 

Old Hickory gave orders that none were to shoot 

Till eyeballs were seen and eyebrows to boot 

Behind cotton bale breast works the Yankees 

res posed 

While Pakenham's forces- were clearly exposed. 

They came with a rush but they met with a fall 

When Andy's bold troopers met them at the wall 

They went down in defeat and death was their fate 

When they learned at the last that their pride was 

too late. 

Long, long will the victory of this glorious day 

Spur patriot and citizen to remember the fray 

When Albion's cohorts met defeat and disaster 

And Andy gave England a lesson to last her. 
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Following is a poem called "Resurrectus" that I 

. 1950 I·n answer to Henley's "lnvictus" wrote m 

RESURRECT US 

Out Gf the light that covers me 

Bright with the visions of love untold 

1 thank the Pilot Who redeemed me 

For my blood bought soul. 

Under the benign influence of circumstances 

I have exulted and cried aloud 

Under the happenings of chance 

My head is unhloody hut bowed. 

Out of the boundless light that covers me 

There emerges life beyond the grave 

And so the promise of the years finds 

And shall find me brave. 

It matters not how straight the gate 

How charged with punishments the. scroll 

Christ is the master of my fate. 

Christ is the Captain of my soul. 
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INVICTUS 
By Henley 

Out of the night that covers me 

Black as the pit from pole to pole 

I thank whatever Gods may he 

For my unconquerable soul. 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud 

Under the hiudgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, hut unbowed. 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms hut the harrow of the shade 

And yet the menace of the years 

Finds, and shall find me unafraid. 

It matters not how straight the gate 

How charged with punishment the scroll 

I am the master of my fate 

I am the captain of my soul. 
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The oldest men in our county are two brothers, A. J. 

Brannan, born in 1858, and J. T. Brannan, born in 1861. 

John Tipton, born in 1863 is third oldest in the county. 

Grundy County, formed in 1811 and named for Felix 

Grundy, at one time had the distinction of being called 

the Banner Democratic County in the State. T. H. Mar ... 

tin of the neighboring county of Marion has voted for 

every democratic candidate since 1881 . . He has voted 

democratic in 18 presidential elections. 

This private school that I attended in East Tennessee 

was founded by Ashley S. Johnson on the promise of 

$100.00. W . F. Crippen of Bearden, Tennessee, told 

Brother Johnson when he had conceived the idea of found ... 

ing a school in 1893 to train young men to preach the 

gospel to go ahead and that he would give him $100.00. 

Brother Johnson had previously founded a correspondence 

Bible school and had bought his father's farm on a heights 

above the French Broad River where the school was lo ... 

cated in a place of beauty prepared by the God of nature 

for this noble work. The work was from the beginning 

founded and run on faith in God, prayer and labor and 

trust. 

It has drawn students from almost every state in the 

union, from Canada, Porto Rico and from half a dozen 

European and Asiatic countries. No one has been refused 
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admittance where facilities were available for lack of 
I 

money or social status, but means have been provided 

for these students to earn their own way provided they 

have a fixed purpose to become preachers of the Gospel. 

Brother Johnson was the President of the school from its 

founding in 1893 till his death in 1927. pmma E. J oh~son 
was the second .,Pre ident of the school. Alva Ross Brown 
was the third President being only Zl years of age (the 

youngest college P resident in the U . S. ) when he assumed 

the leadership. This has been a truly one man school 

since its beginning , not hampered by Board Control ( al ... 

though the school has a board) . T he President usually 

names his successor who has the supreme authority to 

hire and fire and otherwise direct the policies of the school. 

T he present P resident, R. M. Bell, who assumed con ... 

trol in the early thirties, is a Georgian and in many re ... 

spects one of the most remarkable executives I have ever 

met. U nder h is excellent leadership the school has ex..

panded and new dormitories and other needed fa.cilities 

added. One of these new dormitories is now under con..-

struction. 

Brother Bell has so managed the finances of the 

school that the school is entirely free from debt and the 

farm and dairy 'herd is now an asset instEad of a liability. 

God has been with this institution since its founding and 
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has raised up leadership to direct its policies from the 

start. 

The school is strictly non-modernistic and no higher 

criticism is allowed among it's instructors or faculty. Ash

ley Johnson, it's founder, was bitterly opposed to higher 

d thl·s policy has been continued until the criticism ~n 

present. 

One remarkable thing about the school is its room 

of prayer which is occupied by so~e one at all hours of 

the day and part of the night in incessant supplication 

before the throne of grace. I helped found this room of 

prayer in the old building that burned and it has continued 

ever since as an intergal part of the school. 

The school is now fully accredited by the Associ

ation of College~. and it's work is accepted in any in~ti ... 

tution in the land. 

Before I close I wish to pay a tribute to a very worthy 

family at Kimberlin Heights. The first family I met when 
I walked over from Riverdale was that of Henry Frazier. 
It was composed at that time of Uncle Henry, Mrs. 
Frazier Lum and Gussie Frazier, to which may be .added 
Mrs. Frazier's Uncle George Creswell, who made peri ... 
odic visits at a later date. 

Of these only Gussie (Mrs. Charlies Perry), remains 
alive. This became a second home to me and they treated 
me as a son and brother. On many nights I have set '-'P 
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till the wee small hours enjoying the hospitality of these 
people. Mrs. Frazier cooked and patched for me as only 
a mother could. Uncle Henry was a dyed in the wool 

Republican as were all his family. I said to him on one 
occasion, "What would you do if I, a democrat, were run
ning against a republican for office"? He said, "Well, 

I never voted for a democrat for as much as sc·hool di
rector in my life, but if you were running I would have 
to vote for you." 

· Among the students who attended his school and 

who were my particular cronies and who can vouch for 
the truth of this recital as it pertains to the school and 
my connections with it, I wish to mention three of my 
classmates who are still living. 

Gerald Culberson, I understand, lives in Atlanta, 

Georgia. He was one of the best students of History and 

the Bible in the school and many mornings I have gotten 

up at four A~M.. before the steam heat and wrapped a 

bed quilt around me trying to get ahead of him but was 

never able to do so. 

Jasper Deweese who lives in Portland, Oregon, and 

who called me "Business," was my main dependence for 

a razor to shave. I would try the razor to see if it was 

sharp by cutting the hairs on my wrist and Jasper bawJed 

me out and said I would ruin his razor cutting those stiff 
hairs. · 
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Jimmie (J. S.) Spears, who lives in Pittsburg, Pa., 

completes the list (so far as I know) of my classmates 

who are still alive. "Jimmy" is one of the best men I 

have ever known and was my roommate. I went with . 

him to preach at "Thorn Grove" once and he promised 

a man ( the first one who asked him) that we would go 

home with him. This man failed to show up at the close 

of the service. I asked Jimmy where the man was and he 

said, "Oh, he's on behind." This man never did show 

up and we found out later that the people were gone from 

home and he was only the hired man anyway. 

I could continue the list indefinitely of people I knew 

but we will have to draw the curtain and say goodby until 

the Great Reunion. 
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Since printing the 1st edition, I have been informed 
that Gerald Culberson died this year. Also that Allen T. 
Shaw, another one of my classmates is living in Rockford, 
Illinois. 

Rule for finding the day of the week of any date in 
the Christian Era. 

Take the fourth part of the last two digits, disregard
ing the remainder. Add this to the same two digits, add 
the day of the month, the excess for the month, and the 
excess for the century. 

Divide this sum by 7 and the remainder will be the 

number of the day of the week. A ~emainder if 1, will be 

Sunday, 2 will be Monday, etc. If the sum is divisible by 

7 without any remainder, the day will be Saturday, 7th 
of the week. . 

EXCESS FOR MONTHS 

for Months 

January-3 or 2 in Lea:p year 

February-6 or 5 in Leap year 

March-6 

April-2 

May-4 

June-0 

July-2 

August-5 

September-1 

October-3 

November-6 
December-1 
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Excess for Century 

19- -2 10-6 .. 
18-0 9-0 

17-2 8-1 

16-4 7-2 

15-1 6-3 
14-2 5-4 

13-3 4-5 

12-4 3-6 

tl-5 2-0 

1-1 
1st Century-2 



SAYINGS AND APHORISMS THAT HAVE 

HELPED TO GUIDE ME. 

UNIQUE THINGS ABOUT MY LIFE. 

1. I was born in a log house pointed with lime. 

2. We ate in a different building from the one in which 

we lived. 

3. I attended my first school in the stick and dirt building 

my father attended his first school. 

4. I taught myself the multiplication tables. 

5. I could spell "Immateriality" before I studied the first 

Reader. 

6. I liked all my teachers. 

7. I swam Elk River on a race mare to go to school 

and sat all day in my wet clothes in January. 

8. I graduated from college on a $45.00 gift from my 

father plus my own efforts. 
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9. I taught a Sunday School class of adults before I 

united with the Church. 

10. I provided a shelf on my plow to study the Consti

tution of the United States and other literary works 

while I plowed. 

11. I entered sophomore year in college out of grammar 

school. 

12. I graduated alone out of a class of 23 in 3 years. 

13. I walked 6 miles to and from school each day. 

14. I married my boyhood sweetheart after nine years 

of courtship. 

15. I never wore a collar and tie until after I was 21 

years old. 

16. I am the father of 12 children and have 23 grand

children, 3 great grandchildren, 10 in-laws, 2 grand

daughters married and myself and 2nd wife-52 

people and there has never been a death. 
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17. I worked for 25c a day and took my pay in corn at 

gathering time. 

18. I would not let a teacher solve a problem for me until 

I had exhausted all my efforts to solve it by myself. 

19. I jumped within less than 4 inches"of the Champion 

of the world (R. C. Ewry) in 1901. 

20. I preached the funeral of the only man with whom 

I had a fight after I was grown. 

21. I married my second wife within 7 months after I 

met her. (I was 40 years old and she 17) when we 

married. 

22. I have never known but 2 women in my life. 

23. I was elected County Superintendent of schools of my 

county 11 times. 

24. I am the firs! Grundy Countian to address the S.S. 

Assembly at Monteagle which has been in the county 

since 1882. I spoke on the Hydrogen bomb last July 

24 , 1953. 
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25. I have had . 50 uncles and aunts of whom I personally -

knew 29. 

· 26. I have always cultivated the society of old men. 

27. I have never sued anybody or been sued in my life. 

29. I never owned a pistol and have bought but 2 guns 

for my own use. 

30. I never was drunk or used tobacco in my life. 

31. I never had but 4 law suits and won 3 of them. 

32. I never indicted . anybody and never was indicted 

myself. 

33. There is not a man or wom~n in the world that 1 

dislike. 
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34. I have always made it a rule to assist every one that 

asked me. 

35. I have borrowed money without a note from strangers. · 

36. I married the only two women I ever courted. 

37. Every man with whom I have had difficulty has be-

come my fast friend. 

38. I have made 17 races for office and won 14 of them. 

39. So far as I know I have never lost a friend. 

40. I have had some bitter enemies but they have become 

my friends. 

41. I have loaned lots of money that has never been paid 

back. 
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42. One man that owed me wanted to sell his body to -

repay me. 

43. Ashley Johnson was the most uniq~e character I have 

ever known. 

44. I can learn something from everyone I meet. 

45. I never expect to complete my education either in 

this world or the world to come . . 

46. I dislike haughty and supercilious people but I don't 

meet many of them. 

47. Lack of faith is the damningdeterrent:to success in any 

thing. Believe that you can and you always can if 

humanly possible. 

48. The earth is the best investment. 

49. I have never been rich but always had something to 

give to the needy. 
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50. I have turned but one man away who asked to stay 

all night with me. 

51. I have had people tell stories on me but they have 

done me no 'harm. 

52. I have learned to love my enemies, and they have 

ceased to be my enemies. 

53. I was saved from drowning in 1894 when I was 15 

years old by the thought that if I could sink myself 

and crawl or walk on the bottom I could get out. 

54. I taught a class in Trigonometry w~en I had only a 

six weeks course in same. 

55. I was asked to dress better by my classmates and 

afterward became their teacher. 

56. I ran against two lawyers who served in the legis-

lature and was elected County Judge. 

57. Everything that I can think of in my life has worked 

together for my good. 
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58. I began to pray when 7 years old and was the only 

one in our family who formally petitioned the throne 

of Grace. 

59. I bought a house for 4300.00 at an auction and told 

the Auctioneer that I did not have the down payment 

of $2560.00 {I had not thought of this when I bought 

the house) but would borrow it from my brother. 

I called my brother and got the $2560.00 that day 

and consummated the purchase. I can do all things 

through Christ Who strengtheneth me. 

60. There was never a temptation assailed me but that 

a way has been provided whereby I could escape 

the temptation. 

61. I have proved that " If a man 's ways please the Lord , 

he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him." 

62. I never saw a man that I did not like. I liked their 

souls but not their ways. 

63. I have proved that the way up is down. 

64. Les Miserables by Hugo has influenced my life more 

than any other book besides the Bible. 

65. I preached my first sermon in the chapel at J. B. C . 

on E ternal Progression and I still believe in it as then. 
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66. I have often forgot but have often forgiven. 

67. Upon confessing my faults to others, I have found 

grace to forsake · them. 

68. I endeavor to keep an open mind. 

69. I try to learn new truth and do unselfish deeds each 

day. 

70. I get pleasure from common things. 

71. I get up at night to read the Bible and other .books. 

72. I read all new translations of scripture ·to get at proper 

meanings. 

I . ~ ·-.. 

73. I go to hear all denominations preach. 
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74. I think th~ are Christians in aD churches. 

75. I have made a practice to go into all wild dens but 

have never been harmed. 

76. I try to tell the truth at all times. 

77. I studiously avoid the "holier than thou•• attitude. 

78. I take pleasure in doing services for nothing. 
-... ' · 

79. I take in stranger$ and have never been harmed. 

80. I have signed notes for others and have had to pay; 

them for God says, '·'Who hateth suretyship fa sure." 

81. I have found that if we give without grudgi!lg we are 

blessed. 



82. I have been young but now am old _(7_7 years in July) 

but never seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed 

begging bread. 

83. I have tried God and found Him true. 

84. I have been in politics since 1917 but have neither 

taken nor given bribes. 

85. The man the Lord is for will be elected. (sometimes 

he allows wicked rulers to punish people) • 
! 

86. Dreams and visions are sent of God in this generation. 

87. The laws of probability are the most important laws 

in the universe.-

88. If we· do not love one another we are not Christians. 

\ 

I ( 
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