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a lot of money.  He and Nancy came to the area with land grants that covered the area 

known as Higgins Ridge.    

 

In the middle of all George’s wheeling and dealing in real estate and grants, his 

young son, Polk Higgins, found himself caught up in the Civil War wherein he fought 

for both sides, starting out in the Confederate Army.  Polk was a lot like a young man 

that I have written about before, Martin Van Buren Phipps.  One may read about Martin 

on the following site:  

 

http://grundycountyhistory.org/Pryor/Phipps.pdf 

 

Oh, to be honest, they were a lot alike since they both rode with Calvin Brixey according 

to a knowledgeable descendant.   Men in Brixey’s group usually had mustered in with 

the Confederacy then deserted to join the 1st Tennessee Independent Vidette Cavalry 

Company D (Union).   It is said that Polk met Calvin Brixey in Tracy City, Tennessee, 

where he probably mustered in with Company D which was formed at Tracy City and 

Nashville.  They laid out their plans to become members of the “Home Guard,” which 

could have been a good thing, but many of the younger ones turned into bands of 

marauders, wreaking havoc on all people including their own.    Brixeyites seemed to 

have been the very young soldiers, those that would still have been disciplined by their 

fathers in the woodshed had they still been home.  Under the guise of being watchdogs 

for the Union, they became violent men, thieves, killers, wild and drunk most of the time.  

It appears that Polk Higgins just was not interested in settling down to normalcy in his 

military life, in his marriages, with his children or any other area. 

 

James Henry “Polk”, like Martin V. B. Phipps, James Conaster, “Spunkie Bill” 

Layne, a young man named McChristian, and others, spread quickly away from Calvin 

Brixey’s presence, just in time to keep from being hanged themselves.  If a Brixeyite got 

away with his raiding and looting and left a dangling, empty, windblown, noose on a 

sturdy oak tree branch with his name on it, he quickly looked for a hiding place.  Not 

only was the U. S. Army looking for him, but the local people of the many Tennessee 

areas and members of his own family who had grown to hate him would have enjoyed 

putting a noose around his neck.  It is no wonder that Polk later moved on to the Higgins’ 

land, way up in Sequatchie/Coppinger Cove! 

 

In 1877, two more parcels of land grants were gained, one in Indian Cove and one 

at the Wide Ford in Coppinger Cove.  This is where the Higgins finally settled.  George 

declared the Cove to be the “best cow country he had ever seen,” and one family story is 

that it was a great place to hide $1800 in gold.  Whether or not George hid gold probably 

will never be known, but it is said that it was looked for by many.  If it was ever found, 

http://grundycountyhistory.org/Pryor/Phipps.pdf
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no one talked about it.  One fellow who was known to have diligently searched for it, 

suddenly moved away from the area never to be seen again.   The land supposedly ran 

from Little Sequatchie Creek, where Polk built his house, to Owens Spring near where 

George and Nancy built their house.  Little Indian/Injun creek went underground for 

some distance as it flowed from the plateau and came up again at Owens Spring.  I have 

been to the end of Coppinger Cove Road where it meets the logging road.  Traveling 

along one can easily tell that he or she is entering no man’s land, or we might choose to 

say, “The finest place on God’s green earth.” 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Entrance to Dixon Cove 

 

Ghost from the past stands before one 

gets to the end of the pavement 
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Double Chimneys Near the Old Logging Rd. 

 

 
 

Where the Pavement Ends and the Logging Rd. Begins 

 

Polk Higgins had three marriages: 1) Susan Dicie Bryant, m. ca. 1864, the year he 

muster out of military service; 2) Elizabeth “Ocie” Childers, m. ca. 1870; and 3) Susannah 

Wright, m. 1895.  Polk and his first wife, Susan, had two children: Malissa Anne (Jesse 

Coppinger) and Orpha Josephine, (Isham Alexander Coppinger, brother to Jesse).  (If one 
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looks at Orpha’s death certificate, there are discrepancies on parentage, but she never left her 

beloved Marion Co., TN.  She is buried in Lassater Cemetery.)  On July 11, 1870, Polk and 

Susan Dicie and their two daughters were still together as a family.  However, one month 

later on Aug. 17, 1870, Susan and the little girls were living in her father’s household, 

using her maiden name of Briant/Bryant instead of Higgins.  They divorced or simply 

parted ways.  Susan lived on with her daughter Malissa Ann and husband Jesse until she 

died in 1909. 

 

 
 

James Henry “Polk” Higgins and his first wife Susan (Bryant) Higgins 

   

 

Left:  

 

Malissa Anne (Higgins) Coppinger 

 

{Daughter of James Henry “Polk” 

 and 

Susan (Bryant) Higgins} 
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For some unknown reason, Polk and his new wife Elizabeth went to Virginia 

where their first son was born, but soon returned to Marion County, TN.   They were the 

parents of ten children: George Abner (1871-1950, m. Martha Jane “Mattie or Mat” 

Crutchfield); John Arthur (1872-1947, m. Liddie Margaret Kilgore); Nancy Jane (1875-

1946, m. Joseph “Joe” Kilgore); James Henry “Haze”(1877-1956, m. Maggie Stone); Jacob 

Daniel “Jake” (1880-1951, m. several wives); William Joseph “Tobe” (1882-1965, Melissa 

White); Waymon (1884-1884); Amos Wiley (1885-1965, m. Carrie Layne); Charles Edward 

(1887-1962, m. Nancy Alice Layne); and Mary Louise “Dollie” (b.1891-d. ca. 1922, buried 

at Sells Graveyard), m. Robert Herman. 

 

 

Standing L to R:  Pauline Higgins, Amos 

Wiley Higgins, Leonard Higgins and  

Charles Virgil Green 

 

Seated: Carrie (Layne) Higgins holding 

son Richard and Dora Bell (Higgins) 

Green holding  daughter Carrie Avis 

Green 

 

Polk and Elizabeth divorced between the conception of Mary Louise around 1891 

and the year 1895 when Polk married his third wife Susannah Wright.   Elizabeth and her 

young ones lived on at the old Higgins place in Coppinger Cove and supported 

themselves by farming.  Some assume that at her death in 1900, her body was taken to 

Sardis Cemetery in Victoria, TN to be buried near her in-laws.  However, she never came 

out of her beloved sanctuary and was buried about one hundred yards from her home.  

Two of her great-grandchildren, twins who died as babies, were buried there also.   Their 

mother was Abigail Frances “Abbie” (Higgins) Harris.  It is believed that one of her sons 

possibly baby Waymon was also buried there.  According to Charles Higgins, there are 

approximately twenty-two more graves, all fieldstones.  Others known to be buried there 

are: a set of stillborn twins of George Abner and Martha Jane Higgins; George 

Washington Higgins and his wife Nancy.  Charles Higgins believes that Absalom Higgins 
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